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| «To the moſt reuerende father 
and loꝛde / loꝛde Chꝛuſtopher byl 
' hop of Balple / Eralmus of Ros 
| terdame wylſhety helth. K 


Can ſcaſe ewþ1eſſe with woꝛ⸗ 
: des moſt reuerẽd pꝛelate / ho w 
puel this trouble c wꝛãglyng ſtrife 
dotß Vepe g greue my mynde / no we 
of late repſed Bp ( JEnowe nat by 
what perſones) in thts noble cytie / 
which at my cõmyng hither I foud 
* Very quiete @ peſable. Be rede how 
in p olde tyme a ſtrange Boꝛe ſente 
in by Diana / bꝛought gret trouble 
to the people of the countrep called 
\. Laſpdoy/but this beſpneſſe 7 trou⸗ 
ble (as FJhere ſap) was bought in 
to 8s bp an houſholde Pigge. The 
tßyng of it ſelf (Ameay to ete fleſſh 
in lent) is nat dãpnable 4 dare wel 
ſap / but pet that ſtubburn 7 diſobe⸗ 
dient mynde ſemetß to be redy a pꝛe 
A. ii papꝛed 


papred to any maner of miſcheſe/if | 
the truthe be ſo / as Jam enſoꝛmed 


by the communication of many men 


5 
Be rede in the hiſtoꝛies of d Gre⸗ 


is 


ges / P the rulers 7 heed officers dpd | 


punyſſhe a certayn bop|whoſe play 
and paſtyme was to pucbe oute the 


eyes of byꝛdes / wher ſo euer he mizt 


catch them l bicauſe that by this fro⸗ 
warde appetite gc luſt of it ſelf to do 
a myſſe / they geſſed that he wolde 
ꝓue a miſcheuous citeʒin 7 a cruel / 


redp to murder 7 byll. Be rede alſo 
that a certayn other man was mer? | 
ced ĩ a gret ſome of money / bpcauſe 
whay the officer after the maner of 
the countrey aſFed of him / whether 
he had a wpfe according to his own. 
mynde / a ſuche one as he wolde ba⸗ 
ue her to be: He anſwered bourdig⸗ 


ly / pe truely haue / but by god nat 


accoꝛding to thy mynde / 7 ſuch one 
If one cd 


panpon 


as thou woldeſt her to be. 


panion had made this anſwere to a 
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nother in tyme of recreation / it had 
ben a pleſaunt 7a mery ieſt | but by 
cauſe it was ſpoben out of ſeaſon / 


neither in mete place / neither to per⸗ 
ſon according: it dyd declare @ vᷣtter 


a leude mynde / lytel regardynge 02 


ſettyng by d authoꝛite of the cõmen 
| offpcer @ ruler . Therſoꝛe deſerued 
punyſſhmẽt / nat the ſayeng it ſelſe 


but the cyꝛcũſtaunce © maner of the 


ſapyeng . Luſtome confermed with 
- ſong Vſe/ts a very mighty @ ſtrong 
thyng / whiche though it be neuer ſo 


folyſſhe n Inreſonable / pet aſter it 
hatß ones tab ẽ place a hath caught 
autho ute | vnneth it can be bꝛoben 


without great troublig of the comp 


naltie / neither coömenly can it offer? 
wyſe be put do wne l thay by lytel a 


lyptel aſter Þ ſame maner as it crope 
in at the begynnyng. x: Nowe fas 


| ſtynge and chopſe of meates are of 


ſuche 


ſuche nature / that if a manne Vſe | 
them right / thep are helping to good 
lpueng. Fy:ſte ſoberneſſe c tempe⸗ 
raunce of meate | mabeth d mynde 


more free c at lybertie / to gyue attẽ⸗ 
daunce to ſuche ſtudies whiche hel⸗ 
peth mote nere to vertue @ parfpte 
lyueng e Moꝛeouer as Þ body was 
a miniſter and a pꝛouober Into the 
myſdedes whay we dpd ſynne / and 
a felo we oꝛ pttaFer of Þ wicked ple⸗ 
ſure: ſo it is mete @ accoꝛdyng that 
in repentaunce he ſhulde be pttaber 
of ſoꝛo we a payne / a be obediẽt and 
do ſeruyte Into the ſoule / returnige 
to the right wape agapne. Faſtyng 
therfoꝛe and the choiſe of metes are 
good ſoꝛ two purpoſes. Fyꝛſt to tas 
me the wantõ nes of d body that he 
be nat wylde a ſturdy ayenſt d ſpps 
rike: Foꝛ as pꝛouaudꝛe is taben as 
wape from feers hoꝛſes a whiche be 
diſo bedient to the ryder / a to " » 
ede 


ſtede of bꝛede 01 ofes is gpuen hape / 
So it is very well done / that noꝛiſ⸗ 
;  ſhpnge meate be withdꝛawen from 
the bodp / which rebelleiß agaynſt Þ 
ſpirite / by the rea ſon of abundalice 
of iuce ſt ranße humours: @ that ſit 
the bynde of metes be miniſtred vn 
to it / wherof it ſPulde biche a winch 
as lytel as were poſſpble againſt p 
mynde: Vhiche is as a hoꝛſman 02 
E pder to the body: Foꝛ as incate ta⸗ 
ben away from Þ bodp mpniſſheth 
the rank neſſe therof / ſo are there cer 
tapne meates which ſo doth no:yſſ6 
ttzhe body that he ſhal lpue but nat to 
 - ranfeot wantoy . oꝛeouer it is 
good g pꝛo fytable to peaſe Þ wrath 
of god / ꝓyuobed with our ſyn ful de⸗ 
des: Fo: verily what be ſeeth vs to 
punyſſh our ſelues / he than rempyt⸗ 
teth his vengeaunce No papne is 
more nere aptaynyng to euerp man 
tzhan whay both Þ mynde is _ 
PE wit 


with the ßatered of ſpnne cömptted ; 
and the body alſo punyſſhed wi the 
abſtynẽce of thpnges pleſaunt a de 
lectable. And verely this wap 7 me 
ane to appeaſe the wꝛatß of god / is 
ſhewed to Vs in verp many places 
of the olde Teſtament: And Chꝛiſt 
him ſelfe taught / that there is a cen⸗ 
tayne hynde of deupls / which is nat 
caſte out but by pꝛayer 7 ſaſtynge. 
And though it were ſhewed befoꝛe 
of the pꝛophetes alſo / that the ſeſtes 
of the newe chone / the ſabbot dapes 
the faſtes / the choiſe of meates / a ſu 
| che other ſhado wes of the olde lave 
ſhulde vanyſſh away whay pd ligßt 
of the goſpel began ones to ſhyne: 
pet fo: al that the churche of CThꝛiſt 
beyng pet but yonge @ newe begon⸗ 
nen / af togider brethyngnothyng 
eſs but the newe Muſt of Þ Euan⸗ 
gelycal ſpirite / after that her ſponſe 
was taben Vp i to heuyn / embꝛaced 


nothyng 


| | nokfhynge more noꝛ ſooner thay fas 
ſtyng it pꝛaper. And thã euery may 
faſted / and that daylp/ though they 
vwere nat copelled therto bp any cõ⸗ 
maundement oꝛ lawe . And P moſt 
| parte of chuſten men nat onelp ſoꝛ⸗ 
p 
( 


berpng fleſſhe / but alſo refrayning 
from the eatyng of fyſſ / c al other 
th ynges whiche ſo euer bare lyfe / ly 
ued content with frute / herbes / and 
totes: Phan Lhuſt 7 his apoſtels 
had gyuen leaue @ lybertie to euery 
man ſoꝛ to eate what ſo euer metes 
he lyſted / at laſte whay the cuſtome 
of faſtyng was ones receyued @ ap 
pꝛoued of the comey people / in that 
no man grudged agaynſt it / thay 
was it co fyꝛmed fyꝛſt by d autho⸗ 
t,ite of other byſſhoppes / c anon af 
ter bythe autßoꝛitie of (he pope or 
byſſhoppe of Rome: Pycauſe thay 
(as J wene) the charite of d people 
waping colde / iße moſte parte dyd 
J IB embꝛace 


embꝛace @ loue carnalyte a woꝛldly ; 


pleaſure: The auctoꝛite a cdmanns- 
demẽt therſoꝛe of the biſſßops was 
added g put to / as a ſpoꝛe to pꝛicke 
foꝛward P myndes of webe pſons 
whiche thay were fallyng to woꝛſe 
thiges, Than was put to alſo Þ cõ⸗ 
ſtitution a lawe written to reſtrayn 
ouermoch lybertie / as it were wi cer 
tayne graces / and to Pepe the people 
within their bondes / that they ſhuld 
nat ronne to farre at large / c gyue 
them ſelues to all maner ſynne and 


miſchefe: Faſtyng therfoꝛe @ the ab 


ſtynẽce from certapn byndes of me 


tes / can not vᷣtterly be condẽpned of 
this cauſe that they do not pꝛoſpte x 


ßelpe any thyng at al Into good ly 
uyng / if they be Bſed ſo as they ou⸗ 
ght to be. choꝛeouer an oꝛder is a 


great thyng / without the which ther 
ean be no ſure 7 ſtedf aſt peace © cõ⸗ 
coꝛde among men. Concoꝛde is no⸗ 


riſſhed 
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riſßed c maynteyned either by equa 
pte oꝛ els by ay oꝛder / that is to ſap 
wan euerp man hath his roume a 
coꝛdynge to his degree /a euery one 


Gath his office aſſigned c gyuen In 
to him as (ſoꝛ an exãple in the bo⸗ 
dy of man) bytwene the two hãdes 
the eyes / the feete / the eares there is 
equalyte: but bet wene the eyes and 
the bely / a the fete nat equalpte / but 
oꝛdꝛe nouſſheth cocoꝛde / which ones 
tab en away / what good thing J be 
ſeche pou is leſt amog chuſten men 
whiche are (as Paule techetß ) d me 


bes of one body. Bho ſo euer ther⸗ 
fore troubleth Þ oꝛder i a come wel⸗ 


tß / bꝛingeth in no lytel oꝛ ſmal incõ 
modite ther vnto / namely if he do it 


nat by occaſpon oꝛ neceſſpte / but by 
a pꝛeſumptuous ſtubberneſſe g ſelf 
mynde. le / c though it be but in try 


fels 7 ſuche thynges l which of their 
owne nature though thep * 
ppſe 


pyfed it is no ßutte 02 yuel at al. | 
Aa (ſoꝛ an enſaple) it is cuſtoma 


bfp Bſed in the chureh / that Alleluia 


is nat ſong in the lente / yet to laude 


and punſe god at what ſoeuer tyme 
oꝛ ſeaſon it be done / is a vertuous 7 
holy tGyng/ and the churche in ſtede 


ſygniſication. pet neuertheſſe / if as 


ny curate i diſpyte of the co men cu⸗ 
ſtome wolde in his churche ſpng al⸗ 


leluia / and moche oꝛ ſboꝛne other P 


dyd nat ſo to / ſhulde he nat ſeme by 


the iugement of al men to coͤmpt x 


do a thyng worthy of great punyſß 


of allelupa Fat] apoĩted other wo: 
des / almoſt of the ſame ſtrẽgtß and 


ment 2 Or if any curate in the la⸗ 
fer ende of lente / nat by errour o: 
myſtabynge / but of ſette purpoſe t 


fo: the nones / dpd cömaunde in his 


ple togyder with wodden clappers: 
2 ſhulde 


churche the belles to be rong / whay , 
if is $ſed of cuſtome to call the peo⸗ 


/ ſGulde he nat ſeine wo2thy to be Bas 
nyſſhed as a madde man: Some 
man wyl ſap / what treſpas oꝛ ſaut 
hatß he made? In the thynge of it 
ſelſe is no harm no: offece! Igraũt 
hut in the diſpiſpng of ð cdmey cu⸗ 
ſtome / 7 in troublynge the oꝛder of 
thynges / is great hurte 7 offence «7 

ſo moche the moꝛe vn woꝛthy of par 
don and foꝛgpueneſſſe is the malp⸗ 
cious mynde of the treſpaſſer / by- 
tauſe he myght haue obſerued and 
bepte the comey cuſtome without a 
np incõmoditie. Howe moche moꝛe 
is the ſame thing to be thought and 


iuged in this maler? A meay of fa⸗ 


| | fipuge/ whoſe enſample ſprange to 


Js from the pꝛopßetes / from Johan 


Baptiſt / ſrom L6uſt a his apoſtels 
bwhiche hatß ben cõmended to vs by 


a longe Vſacte and cuſtome of oure 


elders in tymes paſte. Whiche thing 
aſſo is of great ſtrength / a chefelß 
5 helpetß 


Gefpeth to apeaſe god whay he is of 
fended with oure myſdedes / and to 
pꝛepapꝛe the — to the woꝛde of 
god / to holy pꝛapers / to godly hym⸗ 
nes / and to other vertuous 7 godly 
ſtudies @ exerciſes / mete for a trewe 
chꝛiſten may. But if anp thig were 
recepued by Ve @ cuſtom / which for | 
certayn coͤſideratioõs 02 ſome incoue | 
niece p ſpꝛong of it / 02 for ſome bet 
fer purpoſe] were better to be putte 
down a layde away. It ſhuld be co 
ueniẽt @ acoꝛding / that it were done 
ſo by lytel a lytel / that al wꝛaͤgling 
and ſtryfe mpght be excluded. >. 
x L6uſt/ although he wolde Þ the 
ſhadowes of the lawe of Moyſes! 
ſhulde gpue place to the lyght of the 
goſpell / whay it ſhulde appere a be 
(Gewed, Let leſt he ſhulde gyue occa 
ſpon to any man fot to be offended / 
Ge leſte none at al of thoſe thynges 
Indone! whiche the la we bn 
to be 
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to be done. Neither taugßt Fe opẽly 
: at any tyme thoſe ceremonyes to be 
diſpyſed / whiche the ie wes obſerued 
more relygiouſly / than d they coude 
ſuſfſte them to be condẽned. No ney⸗ 
ther condemned he vncurteſly thoſe 
tryflyng tradicions whiche the Pha 
tiſes of their owne inuẽtyon added 
to the burthayns of the lawe. *<P> 


This thyng onelp he dyd rebube / 


that the phariſes them ſelues Fepte 
nat their o wne conſtytutions / wher 
with they laded @ ouerlayde the peo⸗ 
ple / a that thꝛough the ſupſtition of 
them / they bꝛabe the earneſt @ ſadde 


pꝛeceptes of the awe. Neyther dyde 


he ſo deſẽde his diſciples that he ſaid 
it was laufull fo: euery maner of 
| cauſe to bꝛebe the ſabbot day / but he 
epcuſetß them by neceſſytie coͤſtrap⸗ 
nynge them / a defendeth their inno⸗ 
: cencp by the enſample of Dauyd a 
the pꝛeeſtes / though vpon Þ ſabbot 


day 


dap (huncre cöpellynge them) they 
gathered the eares of come» choꝛe⸗ 
ouer Paule 977 ſelfe / whiche moſte 
os ray ct ſtyſſely defendeth a main 
fapneth the lybertie of the goſpel / as! 
mong Piewes was made as a iewe 
ſhaupnge of his heer of his Geedjre- x 
cepupng a Bowe on him ſelfe / obſer 
uypyng the ceremonyes belongyng to 
their ſacrifpce / and purifyeng hym 
ſelfe with other in the temple. xp. 
The ſame Paule / though he kbnewe 
that an ydole is nothpng / and that 
the fleſſhe offred to ay ydole is no⸗ 
thyng mote vnlauſul of it ſelfe / tha 
other fleſſhe: pet had he leuer neuer 
to eate fleſſhe wh yles he lyued / than 
to gyue occaſpoy to his weabe bꝛo⸗ 
ther for fo be offended by the reaſon 
of his etyng. He had leuer for a ſea⸗ 
ſon to apply him ſelfe to the ſupſty⸗ 
tion of the iewes / whiche coulde nat 
he ouercomen / thay by turnyng the. 
hertes: 


p Fertes and myndes of them whiche 
were weabe agaynſt hym / to haue 
hyndꝛed the goyng foꝛwarde of the 
goſpel. He had leauer ſoꝛbeare fo: 
tuer the eatyng of fleſſhe / than that 
they whiche were weabe a ſcrupu⸗ 
lous in conſcience / ſhulde haue had 
x. any occaſpoy gpuen of him to ſuſ⸗ 
o pecte that he was conſentyng to the 
| wicked ſuperſtition of pdolatrers. 
- Theſame Paule wylletß alſo that 
a bonde ſeruaunt bepnge a chuſten 
man / ſhulde be o bedient to his loꝛde 
and maiſter / though he were an ins 
ã ſpdele / pe / and way warde 7 dpuers 
to pleaſe . He wylleth alſo / that the 
y wyſe beynge a chuſten woman | be 
obedient to her huſbãde / though he 
be a hethen man: He wylleth that 
chiſten men ſhuſde content © pleaſe 
| the offpcers whiche were gentyls in 
all thynges / whether they required 
je lolleſtrybute / oꝛ honoure / leſte any 
d 1 man 


man mygßht haue had ti o 


be ofjended with the goſpell / whiche 
no doute they ſhulde haue had / if ß 
pꝛoſeſſpon of CThuſt ſhulde haue ſe 
med ſedicious & cauſe of debate and 
ſtzyfe, Paule Fnewe wel ynough / 
what is the lybertie of the goſpell / 


but it was eppedient ſoꝛ the ſo:the- 
raũce of the goſpelk that Eno wlege 


ſhulde be ſubde wed / e gyue place to 


charitie. oꝛ theſe men alſo (I me- 


ane the eaters of fleſſhe in lente) as 
I here ſape | faxeth fo: theym ſelfe 


the ſpbertie of the goſpel / oſ the whis 
che they make Luther renewer a de⸗ 
fender. In whom it ſemeth to me 
nat onely the tre we ſpirite of the go 


pel to be wantyng / whiche is ſobꝛe 
myloe / a endewed with diſcrete ſyn. 
plycite / but alſo natural wyſedom 


if they do nat fauour Luthers cauſe 


than they wore wyſelpy / but if they 


do ſauer it / they coulde nat by any 


other 


* 
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wodde / c done al ampſſe. Fo: their 
Pndiſcrete pꝛeſüption doth nothyng 


' offer waye haue hurte or hyndꝛed it 


mole / than by this . If thetr entente 


he / that the chuſten people ſhulde be 
reſtoꝛed agapne to their olde lyberte 


than tabe they the wꝛong way to the 


eſs / but double the poke c bondage / 
cõpellyng the rulere @ offycers to en 
creaſe the bondage with ſharpe and 
ſtrayte coͤmaundementes a decrees « 
But theſe men whiche defendeth thẽ 
ſelues with the colour of the lpberte 


1s of the goſpel / ought ſyiſt to do ſuch 
dedes / foꝛ loue of d which they miʒt 


be pdoned g holden excuſed / if they 
dyd iytel regarde theſe thyngd / as be 
ynge ſmaller a of leſſe value. Pho 


n ſo euer dothe al that he can to heſpe 


his neigßbour: Vho ſo euer ĩ ſo mo 
che reuẽgeth nat the iniuries @ wꝛo⸗ 


ges don onto him / that he is redp to 


do a good turne ſoꝛ an puel: Who ſo 
5 cuer 


euer is alwaye ſobꝛe / as thoughe he 
ſaſted: Whoſe mynde / raymẽt / and 
cõmunycation ſheweth nothing cls | 
but ſpgnes of chaſtite: Bho ſo euer 
is altogider buſped @ occupied iy do 
pn ſuche thinges / wherof it ſemetß 
that ſome great 7 cõmen welth and 


p:ofpte ſhal folo we: ſuch a may pa 


rauẽture ſhalbe pdoned / tGough he 
ſeme leſſe ſupſtitious in obſerupng 
the ceremonys which are moꝛe mete 
and accoꝛding foꝛ the vnlerned and 


weabe perſons. But whoſe ſo euer 


thep 


hole ſpfe ſexueths bus Buto riote and 
| Bokuptuouſneſſe: Vhoſe cõmunica 
tion is pꝛoude / feers/ and Pnchaſt2 | 
Bhoſe mynd in ſo moch is nat me 
ge a mylde / that they be redy ſoꝛ the 
leeſt woꝛde of repꝛefe in the woꝛlde / 
to lay on lot their fiſtes / oꝛ to thruſt | 
in with their dagger: ſuche felowes 
ate ſhameleſſe / if they pꝛeache of the 
lyberte of the goſpel / ſoꝛ aſmoch as 
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tzer are ſuch maner men / p they on 
get to be kepte vnder a holden i yet / 
Uitß la wee @ ceremonps/as it were 


| with grates of pꝛon / euyn lybe as p 
ie wes were / vntyl they do pꝛo fyte 7 
gro we Vp to Y quick neſſe @ ſtrẽgtß 


of the Euangelpcal ſpirite, Bher- 
fore cupy as P pꝛeſuͤptuouſneſſe of 


tßeſe men. nat without cauſe diſple 
ſetß g miſſybetß al good a wyſe mẽ / 
So are there certayn thiges / in whi 
che the fame men are ſoꝛye to ſe the 


flocke of Cryſt ouermoch wꝛapped 


and entãgled with iudaical ceremo⸗ 
nyes / to be oppꝛeſſed outher with 


the authoꝛite / oꝛ els through the ne⸗ 


glygene of ſome certayn pꝛelates of 
tße church. Df the which thyng ſa⸗ 
ynt Auguſtyne alſo cõplaynetß in 
his epyſtels / cryeng out that the con 
dpytion @ ſtate of the iewes were al⸗ 
moſt more eaſy a tollearble tha the 
: cddition of chuiſten men. Do moche 


of iu⸗ 


of iudaical ſupſtitions euyn at that 
tyme was flo wen ſo pflentuouſly in 
to the cõmen vſage and cuſtome of 
chuiſten men. The people tßem ſelfe 
comenly ſechen c dꝛa wen ſuche boͤ⸗ 
dage vnto the ſelues / euvn lykewiſe 
as the wynde Tecias dꝛa wetß clou⸗ 
dea Into him ſelfe (as it is ſayde in 
the cõmen pꝛouerbe) But it were d 
byſſhopes parte 7 duetie to pꝛouyde 
and ſe ſo: the lyberte of their floche 
Whiche they haue taben 7 receyued 
of CThuſt g his apoſtels. x No we a 
dapes we do heape oftentymes bur 
then ṽpon burthen and tye ſnare to 
ſnare / ſo lytel we go about to rydde 
out of bondage the ſoules of ð pros 
ple / c al to the entent to haue them 
more thꝛal @ in daũger to our tpꝛã⸗ 
ny / ſeb yng rather and ſo ſolowyng 
our owne lucre a aduaũtage / than 
the helth a ſauegard of their ſoules | 
* Paule putteth no difference bes 
twene 


\ 


twene one dap 7 another / but he con 
teth euerp day ſoꝛ an holy day / ney⸗ 
ther iugeth he any woꝛbe Unlauſul 
to be done on the holp day / which is 


done accoꝛdyns to the charite of the 


goſpel. After that our elders wyl⸗ 


| fed ſoꝛ a very reſonable cauſe ttue⸗ 


to here the goſpell of god preached, 


y / the ſonday to be Fept holpday in 


whiche the people ſhulde coe togidet 


Anon after holydayes were com⸗ 


mau ded to be Fepte from al maner 


bodify occupation a labour / whay 
other whiles it we re a moꝛe holy (hi 


ge with handy labour / to make pꝛo 


uiſyon ſoꝛ their wyues 7 childer / be 
yng in ieopdy to perpſſhe foꝛ Ftigre 
than to here the ſonges of d pꝛeeſtes 


in the churche ! which they vndei ſta 
de nat: Iſpeke nat this by cauſe J 
do iuge the accuſtomed of antems 
hymnes to be condepned/wherwith 
es (hequere gpueth pꝛapſe to their god 


and 


and ours: but lybewiſe as Lh:iſte 


dap / but that contrarrwyſe / the ſab⸗ 
bot dape was inſtytute @ oꝛdapned 
ſoꝛ mãnes cauſe . So do iuge / P 


cauſe hym ſpectalſy to be remẽbꝛed 
perpetually after his deceſſe: a that 
. bs done etherw h yles ſor very lyght 


doth teache in the goſpel / that man 
was nat made bycauſe of Þ ſabbot | 


al ceremonyes ougſt to gyue place 


ſo oſte / as the neceſſpte of our neigh! 
boure requpreth the ofſpce c dede of 
chatite ut pd people / of who they 
. ought to lerne the truth of theſe thi⸗ 


ges: of the ſame are cõpelled often 
tymes to do P cõtrarp . And it was 
nat thought ſufſyrient that the peo⸗ 
ple aſtet warde was ouercharged 
_ holydapes / @ dayly is charged 
oꝛe a moꝛe. Foꝛ in ſome coũtrepßs 
it is i maner a cõmen cuſtome} tat 
cucrp byſſhop dothe adde one newe 
fly dap to the olde / as a thynge to 
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cauſes. 


tauſes . Oue there is paraduẽture / 
whiche i tymes paſt hath had a wẽ⸗ 
che to his derling / whoſe name was 
Barbara / foꝛ this cauſe he wil that 
ſaynt Barbaras day be holy dap. 

Anothers mother was named lea⸗ 
tßerin / a this Hath ſemed to be cauſe 
ſuſſpcient wherfoꝛe ſaynt Ratheris 
dap ſhulde be holyday / a bepe d peo 
ple from their woꝛbe. Some others 
name is Byllpam/7 ther foꝛe labou 
reth he al P he can / that ſaynt Byl⸗ 
lyam map haue his holiday by him 
ſelſe. Lette theſe thinges be reherſed 
d hycauſe of epdple onely / for J had 
d leuer Bſe fapned exãples thay to of 
ſende any perſon Some men alſo 
hat their punate 7 pecufyer aſſecty 
ons: one man to warde ſapnt Eraſ 
mus / another to warde ſapnt Lhuz 
ſtoſer. Ther is alſo certapy comey 
aſſections of oꝛders / of natiõs / and 
of cpties/as d blache freers ſauou⸗ 


reth 


reth epcedigly their DominpPe] the | 
gray freers their Frances: ð payn⸗ 
ters ſaynt Lube / ſurgions @ phiſp⸗ 
cions Coſme and Damian / ſhoma 
Fers | Triſppne: Barrypers ſaynt 
Gartpy: french mey Lfaudimns:pa 
riſpans Genouefe: Oyfoꝛde men 
ſaynt Friſwyde. Of this bynde is 
alſo p affection of them / which wyl 
haue L6uſi 7 the ſayntes to be ſup 
ſticiouſſy honoꝛed by ptes / to whom 
it 16 nat inough p the dethe of Criſt 
is ſo ofte repſented a daply remem/ 
bꝛed ty ſo many maſſes / a that d ho 
ly croſſe hath hie two holydayes / ey 
cepte alſo the blode whiche CThuſte 
ſbedde foꝛth / the whiche they (i ape is 
kepte i many places: epcepte p nap 
les / Þ crowne of thoꝛnes / ye / except 
the pꝛepuce of Thuſt / that is to wete 
(the ſEynne whiche was cutte from 
his pꝛeup mẽbꝛes whay he was cir⸗ 
cũciſed) whiche they worſhip i — 
place: 


place: Epcepte oure ladyes mylbe 
* which is ſhewed in many plates / ha 
ue eche one their pꝛoper hoſpday 


But if any of ſuch maner thynges 

ſhalbe / which ſhal ſeme that it map 
be wel a holyly honoured: It were 
ynougß that holy day were ſolemly 
kepte in P churches onely / to which 
it mygßt be kauful for riche men to 


come / oꝛ who fo euer cls ;npght con 
ueniètly / c let nat the pooꝛe men be 
còpelled / wßoſe handes noꝛiſſheth a 
gteat houſholde. And though theſe 
aſſections parauẽture are nat to be 
v ktpꝛeued / pet ought nat the wyſdom 
of the byſſhops to ſette ſo moche by 
is them / that foꝛth with euerp ſaynt a 
euerp reſpFe ſhulde haue his pꝛoper 
holydap / his pꝛoper maſſt / a pꝛoper 
| ſerupce/ c peculpare maner of wor 
| \hipppng+ Bhat other thing is this 
ir thay to dzpue g copel the pooꝛe peo⸗ 
| ple to fampſſſhing / whan that thing 


is ta⸗ 


is taben from them / wher with one | 
ſpe they nouſſbe their houſholde oꝛ 
meyny. pe / moꝛeouer as the woꝛlde 
gotß no we a dayes / what other thig 
is it els / than to pꝛouołe 7 cal Þ peo 
ple from honeſt @ holp labours / to 
ydelneſſe 7 ryote: Foꝛ what dapes 
do we ſynne moꝛe in eyxceſſe / dꝛonk⸗ 
neſſe / ſechery / at cardes / dyce / bels / 
ſuche vnlauſul games: in chidyng 
bꝛaulpnge / quarellyng / fyahtynge / 
and murder / than on the holydaps⸗ 
And of ho we folyſſhe iugemẽt and 
ene out of oꝛder are we here in this 
thyng! If any man on the holyday 
be dꝛonben ſrom mo ine to nyghttif 
he haue cleued to an hooꝛe: if he ha⸗ 
ue vᷣſed vnſaufull games / no man 
putteth him to any buſpnes oꝛ trou 
ble: if he haue ſo wed but a ſho / he 
is accuſed as an heretyke. I ſap nat 
theſe thynges bycauſe J wolde that 
the lap people ſhulde diſppſe the ho⸗ 
lydaps 
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lydayes / but bycauſe me thynbeth / 
| that the ſhepdes of the chuich ſhuld 
do Very wel / if they vtterly dyd put 
do wne ſuche maner holydayes / tbe 
ſonday onely excepted / 7 a fewe o⸗ 


ther pꝛĩcipal dayes / 7 if in the ſame 


which they leaue vnput do wn they 


dyd ſuffre d poꝛe people after maſſe 
and the pꝛeachyng / if nede requpꝛed 


withtheir worte @ labour to ſocout 
their chyldꝛen @ houſholde ſeruaũ⸗ 
tes / oꝛ els to gete ſom what beſpdes 
that / to beſto we vpon pooꝛe folbe. 
But no we oftentpmes / whan after 
an hole monthes rapne / fortuneth 
one fapre dap: the huſbãde may is 


copelfed to ſuffre his coꝛne which is 
felde 02 cutte do wne / to [pe 7 rote in 


| the feldes / which in that ſame fayꝛe 
day he mpaht haue carped in ko his 


barne / a that bycauſe of fuche holp 


dapes / whiche were neuer made by 
the auctoꝛite of the olde ſathers / but 


bꝛought 


b:ought in (to ſap no worſe] noꝛ to 
go anp nerer the truth) by Þ carnall 
affectiõs of certapn men. Theſe thi- | 
ges at the fyꝛſte begynnyng crepetß 
in by lytel a lytel / vnder the coloure 
oꝛ apparaũce of honeſtie c vertue. 

Aſter wardes they ſpung @ flo wen 

in more plentuouſly . At the laſte | 
whan they be ones cõ fyꝛmed > ſtrẽ⸗ 

thed by vᷣſage n cuſtome / they raign 
and occuppen tyꝛanny / ſo that than 
they can nat ſcarcely be lapde do un 
oꝛ taken away / without great tron 

ble t moch ſtrife, Wherfoꝛe the byſ⸗ 
ſhops ought nat to lobe beſide theſe 
thinges / but dilpgently a ſtraitly to 
lobe vᷣpon them at their fpꝛſt comig 
in ( for generally / what fo euer par⸗ 
tapneth to the la wes of man ſare as 
remedies 02 ſalues vnto ſyckneſſes 
02 ſoꝛes: q eupn ſo are they to be at⸗ 
tẽpꝛed @ applyed to (he preſent ſtate | 
of tymes @ thynges. There be ma- 
N 


np thynges / whiche in olde tyme it 
was a good 7 godly thyng to inſty⸗ 
tute ſt oꝛdayn / which ſelfe ſame thi- 
ges aſter warde fot ſome occaſpoy 
ſpꝛonge vp /a ſoꝛ the qualyte of ty⸗ 


mes © of mens maners chaunged / 
to be abꝛo gated a dyſanulled / were 


a a more godlſy thyng: whiche thyng 


for al that ought nat to be done / by 


the raſſhe pꝛeſuͤption of the people / 
but bythe authoꝛite of the rulers] 
that al ſedition a ſtryſe might be as 


uopded / and the comey cuſtome ſo 


changed / that vnytie a cõcoꝛde were 
nat bꝛob en / which thyng leſt it mizt 
happen / pꝛouiſpon is to be made by 


the ilygece of the byſſhops / whom 


it is nat mete any longer to ſtoppe 
tßeir eares 7 ko wepe deſſe / at d iuſt 
and rightful copkapntes of the peo⸗ 
ple: Parauẽture the ſame iugemẽt 
is to be gyuen of d wedlocke of pꝛe⸗ 


ſtes, & In the olde tyme / as pꝛeſtes 
were 


were very fewe in nombꝛe: ſo were 


they very Holy in their lyneng. The 
ſame that they might the moꝛe frely 
gyue attẽdaunce to holy exerciſes 7 
paſtymes / wyllyng without any co 
pulſpon / Fepte them ſelues chaſte. 
And verily] ſo great loue of chaſtt⸗ 
te was among the fathers in d olde 
tyme / that certapy of the were lothe 
to ſuffre any chꝛyſten may to mary 
a wyfe / if he had ben vnmarped at 
the tyme of his baptyme: And mo⸗ 
che moꝛe lothe were they to ſuffre a⸗ 
ny to marp the ſeconde wyfe Than 
that thyng whiche ſemed cömenda⸗ 
ble a alo wable in biſſhops d pꝛeeſt! 
was triſkated Into the deacons / a. 
at the laſt to ſubdeacons alſo . The 
cuſtome wyllyngly receyued / was 
in concluſpoy con ſyꝛmed and ſta⸗ 
blyſſhed by the authoute of the byſ⸗ 
ſhoppes. In the meane tyme the no 
bꝛe of pꝛeeſtes encreaſed / and the ho 


ly ly⸗ 


e || fp fpneng of them decreaſed . Howe 
je many ſwarmes of pꝛeeſtes are no⸗ 


y ryſſhed in monaſteries? ho we ma⸗ 


( 


0 


| 


ny in colages : @ beſpdes theſe there 
is an innumerable multytude of p⸗ 
ſtes eueriwßere. And among ſo ma 


ny / ho we gret ſcarceneſſe is there of 
tzem which lyueth chaſily 2 Iſpebe 
of them whiche bepetß concubyncs 


opẽly at home in the ſtede of wpues 


foꝛ Ido nat no we touche noꝛ medel 
with the myſteries of d moꝛe ſecrete 
pleaſures of the fleſſhe. J do ſpeFe 
of tßoſe thiges onelp / which be opẽ⸗ 
p kno wen to d cõmen people. And 
though we do kno we theſe thyn ges 
wel ynougß / pet are we in admytti⸗ 
ge t recepupng then) to holy oꝛders 


Verp eaſp / a in the releaſynge of the 


toͤſtitution whiche foꝛbyddeth pꝛee⸗ 


ſtes to haue wyues / very harde and 


| ſtrayte / whay Paule teacheth clene 
cõtraribwiſe / that no may is ſwiſtly 


Sto be 
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tany ſ wary wats os ond 
ryſſ6 onaſtenes 2 howe ma- 
nyt —— zeſpdes theſe there 

is an innumerable multytude of Þs 
ſtes enertwhere, And among ſo ma 
ny ho we gret a Hen of 


them which lyuetß c<aſily 2 3 ſpebe 


of them whiche bepeth concubynes 


| apron home in the ſtede of wyues 


J do nat no we touche noꝛ medel 

pleaſures of ee J dupa 
1 Ca 

of tFoſe thiges onelp/ which be opẽ⸗ 


ly Enowey to Þ cõmen people. And 
though we do bnowe theſe thynges 


wel ynougß / yet are we in admptti⸗ 
ge @ recepuyng them to holy oꝛders 
Very e pl gin he reſeaſpnge ofthe 

forbyddeth pꝛee 


©dſtitution whiche 


tes to — wyues/ very hard 
ſtrayte / whay Paule teacheth clent 
cõtr mer that no man is ſwiſtk 


to be pꝛomoted to Foly oꝛders /c in 
many places dilygently pꝛeſctibetß . 


and apoynteth what maner men ps | 
ſtes ought to be / what maner men 
deacons: but as cdcernpng lpueng 
ſole witßout wpues / neither Chuſt | 
neyther the apoſtels haue apoynted 
oꝛ ſctte any lawe in holy ſcrypture / 


watchyug al the nyght long at the 


toum ßes of martpꝛe / which was in 
the olde tyme receyued a Vſed by the 
comen cuſtom of chꝛiſten men / and 


that certayne hůdꝛed pcres dpd con⸗ 


tynne / the churche hatß putte dowhy 
many dayes ago. Faſtyng wont to 
be pꝛolõged 7 coͤtyne wed Vntpl euĩ⸗ 
tyde j the cßurche halß tranſlated to 
nooy « And many other thpng7 fot. 
necefſary cauſes riſſen @ ſpiong Vp 
the churche hatß cFariged « Hy do 


% 
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we here cence faſte ſo obſtynately to 


the coſtytution of man / namely ſe | 
yng that ſo manp canſes doth reuͤre 


a chauge 


a chaũge. Fo: ſyiſt a great parte of 


of the frute whiche ſhulde ſpꝛinge > 
tyſe of the perpſſheth; bycenje their 


the pꝛeeſtes lpueth wtth puck ſame] 
and with Verp Pnqupeke conſcience 
entteate they 7 dealeth with the holy 


myſteries. urthermoꝛe / a gret pte 


docttyne ie diſpyſed of d people / ſor 


- Fer open ſßameful lpueng. But 
if to them whiche can nat lyue chaſt 
© fpcence was graunted to mary wp/ 
ues: both they ſhulde lyue moꝛe qui 


eteſy / t with autho ite ſhulde pꝛeche 


the woꝛde of god / the people regar⸗ 
| ding their doctryn: a they ſhulde ꝓ⸗ 
upde dilpgently that their chyldꝛen 
were brought vp honeſtly / a in ler⸗ 
nyng: nepther the one ſo ite of them 
ſßulde be ſhame a rebube to Þ other 


I ſpebe nat theſe thynges becauſe 


I couete oꝛ entende to be a capitayn 
ona defender to thoſe pꝛeeſtes | whis 
che no we of late without the antho⸗ 


rice 


rite of þ byſſzops / halß begon to be 
maryed men ßauyng wyues / but to 


eyßoꝛte fie gouernours of Þ church 
and put them in remẽbꝛaũce to coſy | 
der a ponder wel / whether it beeppe 
dient that the olde conſtitutton were 
applyed to te ꝓfyte of Þ tyme that 
now is. In Þ mean ſeaſon Jwoldte 
alſo that the byſſhops were put Z re⸗ 
membꝛaũce / nat to recepue ſo raſſß 
fp without pꝛobation / who ſo euer 

wol come vnto the oꝛder of pꝛeeſtes 
L yfewiſe I tGinfe that offer are to 
be warned /ißat tFep epampne their 

o bone ſefues difpeztly} whether thep 
were able r mete to ewerute P offpce 
wßꝛche tßey do tabe pon them / and 
that they babe nat Bpoy them ſelues 
the charge @ burthen of ſo gret a ꝓ⸗ 
ſeſſion for canſe of lucre / oꝛ becauſe. 
tGey wolde lyue ydely g in eaſe! put 

thaſyng botfe dampnation to their 
ohne ſoules /a rebufe x ſhame / oꝛ 
ſclaũ der 


ſckoũder to fe church . cHoꝛeouer / 


it remapneth that be lpue chaſtely 


who ſo euer are conſecrated a made 
pꝛeeſtes al redy / althougß the biſſſs 
pes dyd open the wap to matrymo⸗ 


ny / yet J molde adupſe @ coũſaple 


them / that they do nat touch the ſel⸗ 
ues ſodainly c without adupſemẽt 
with wedlocke /leſt it might foꝛtune 


them to Se dexed with double repẽ⸗ 


- faiice/tFat is / botß of pꝛeeſthod a of 
mariage. It is a great parte of cha 


ſite / a man to be wyllynge with al 


his herte © mynde to be chaſt. Ther 
ie notß ng more to be wyſſhed « de 


ſpꝛed / than that a pꝛeeſt without cos 


| bratfce of matrimonp ſat lyberte / x 
hole / do ſerue his loꝛde god. But if 


whan af remedies Gath ben aſſayde 


non can helpe / neither the rebelſyon 


of the fleſſhe can be ouercome / tßan 


without woman / haupnge a wpfe 
fo: a remedy @ nat for voluptuous 
pleaſure / 


pfeaſure / enſoꝛcyng him ſeffei ty tße 


mean ſeaſon to the vᷣttermoſt of his | 


po wer / fo recopence ſt mabe amen- 


des fo: the infpꝛmite of the ſleſſhe / 
with other vertuous lyueng 7 boky | 
ſtudies @ woꝛbes / ſoꝛ ſo ſhal al men 


pcepue that a wyfe was ſought fo: 


neceſſpte / a nat fo: Bokuytuouſnes, | 


And J donte nat / but Þ the moſte 


fo as Ido ſap: brit J feare leſte in 


this tßyng alſo / lucre doth with ſtaͤd 
and be a lettynge / that we map nat 


folowe that thynge whiche we do ſe 


and parcepue to be beſt: If the byſ⸗ 
ſhoppes wolde go about to chaiige | 
the cöſtitulion their oſſpcers i their 


courtes parauẽture wolde grudge 


and crye agaynſt it | whiche ſeletß 


moꝛe pꝛofyte @ auautage to gro me 


gaynſt 


parte of the byſſhappes parcepucts | 
right wel that theſe tyynges ar euen 


of pꝛeeſtes concubynes / than wolde 
groe of their wyues But it is as | 


N 2 


G e im r . rc. 


goiſt right @reaſoy | Þ fucre ſſufde 
bere fo gret a ſwpnge among 6/5 
fo: it we ſhuld nat iuge indyfferẽtly 
ond mak! iuſt pꝛouiſpon fo! Lh1- 
ſtes miniſters / in a mater of ſo grek 
weight a value. There are many 
other thynges of this Epnde oꝛ ſoꝛte 
but let theſe two afoꝛe reherſed thyn 
ges / be putte ſoꝛ cauſe of example. 
Nowe Jreturne agapne to ſpe 
be of ſaſtyng / if any man be ſo ſir6 
ge that he can meſure @ fempre hy 
ſelfe by contynual ſobꝛeneſſe: this 
man hath no great nede of ſaſtyng 
cõmaũded / excepte for a ſeaſon the 
| wrath of god were to be peeſed with 
ſuch maner ſacrifice . Eut pou wyk 
ſay:certapn dapes of faſtynge are 
apoynted gt cõᷣmaunded fo: the rude 
and Pnlerned perſons. Jam wel co 
tente / lette that be colifed tollerable. 
| Dut they cõmaũ de a apoynt onelp 
ont refection oꝛ meale in Þ W 
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do aſſygne alſo what Epnde of mea 

tes we ſhal ſe. either they think | 
this pnough / but they thzettey moꝛe 
duet euetlaſtyng danation / to who | 
fo euer ſhal bꝛeabze the cuſtom bꝛo⸗ 


ught in by men . Fo: aſter ſuch ma 


ner @ ſacion | certayn cutates dothe 
denoũce @ comande the faſipng da] 
yes to the peopſe: J wote nat wße⸗ 


ther they do it accoꝛdyng to the myn 
des @ wylles of the byſſhops / oꝛ els 


no Neither pet thynbe they al this 
ſufficiẽt / but beſyd; this they dꝛa wee 
and hale to punyſſhmẽt / as it were 
one that had ſlayn his own father: 
who ſo euer hatß taſted of a pigges 
ſleſſh / in ſtede of fyſſh meate. J ſaid 
at the begynnĩge / that diſo bediẽce x 
ſedicious pteſtiption is worthp eue⸗ 
riwhere of great punyſſFmet » Ney 


„„ 


ther do J pleade any ſuch maner of 


cauſe / oꝛ deſende tem which are be⸗ 


neuer 


gynners of debate oꝛ ſtryfe: but yet 


1 neuertheles / me ſemetß that this iu⸗ 
e gement is nat onely vngetel / but al 
eſo folyſſhe > out of oꝛder. Fyꝛſt fa⸗ 


e 
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more nere ty lykneſſe to the ſuperſti 


ſtyng was cõmaüũded: this was the 


chefe gt pꝛicipal poynt of the mater. 


Zo eate ſuche a ſuche meates / was 
but an acceſſoꝛie oꝛ ſetõdary thing / 
No we they ſuppe eueri where gene⸗ 
tallp on p faſting dayes / ano man 


is greued with it / neither mabeth a⸗ 
ny gret mater therof: but if any me 
ßaue faſted any fleſſeß / euerp man 
cryeth out @ wo dꝛetß / as though he- 


uen / erthe / a ſee / and al ſhulde go to 


cider] ſapeng / the ſtate of d churche 
is decayde @ lyke to fal / hereſpes ens 
creaſeth @ tyſeth a flote: To ſuppe 
no man nedeth any pardon Than 
it map be lauful to eate fleſſh oꝛ eg⸗ 
ges / a pardon oꝛ diſpenſation muſt 
be bought of the pope of Rome. x 

Do that th nge whiche dꝛa weth 


tion 


fawe/7 which is altogyder ſuch ma 
ner a thyng [that a man might wo? 


thelp marueyle | that it hath ben fo | 


greatly teceyued a vᷣſed of vs chꝛy⸗ 
ſten men / whiche do deſpe @ abſo2re 


the ie wes (I mean choiſe of metes 
Be do greatly ſette by / deſendyng it 


whiche heſpeth more to the eperciſes 
of trewe vertue @ holyneſſe. Ve ſuf 


fre to be aboleſſhed a weare oute of | 
Vfe : For albert that pꝛaper is the ſa 


crifpce pꝛoꝑly belògynge to chuſten 
men: whoſe felo we a companion 16 


ſaſtyng / bicauſe theſe two / pꝛaper a 


faſtyng / bothe in the goſpels 7 alſo 


in the epiſtels of Þ apoſtele / almoſt | 


al way are coupled kogyder ( ſoꝛ by 
faſtyng the mynde is pourged and 


ſiren⸗ 


tion of the ceremonyes of the iewes 


„ü 


tyꝛcũciſpon / @ other ceremonpes of 


ſtiffelp with tothe © nayle. And fa⸗ 
ſtyng / whiche is a thyng more agre 
ynge with the doctryne of Lhuſt / . 


— 
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ſtrengthed / that (fe pꝛaper migßt be 
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pure / feruẽt / a fuſty) yet in Þ choiſe 
of meates we holde faſter the coͤſty⸗ 
tution of man c moꝛe tough ly do 
cleue vᷣnto it / than in faſtyng: how 
be it the chꝛiſten men are alſo char⸗ 
ged @ loden with moꝛe oſten faſtes / 
than euer were the iewes. x Df the 
Epndes of meates / £61} him ſelfe 
ſapde: Bhat ſo euer gothe in at the 


mouthe / defyketß nat the man. And 


Paule nat diſagreyng fro his mai⸗ 
ſter / ſa pth: that d Eyngdom of god 
is meate q dꝛinke . But in the choiſe 
of meates / ho we moche moꝛe gre⸗ 


uous 7 papnful is our burthen thã 


was the iewes: ſoꝛ Into thẽ it was 
ſauful to eate euery bynde of ſyſſß / 


of al maner ſoure foted beeſtes / of 


al maner foukes/the beſt a moſt hol 


ſomeſt. To Js it is foꝛbydden to ete 


any maner fekſſhe at al / foꝛ a great 


pte of the pere. And cöſpder Ipꝛay 
pou 


you / ho we curious hatß ben in this 


thynge / eitßer the cuſtome oꝛ els the | 
authoute of our elders . At cerfapy | 


tpmes nothing is foꝛbidden but one 


ly the eatyng of fleſſhe: ſomtyme it 


is lauful to eate bothe the oumbles 
and the fatte: at another tyme but 
only the fatte oꝛ bꝛewes: at another 


tyme it is nat lauful to taſt any pte 


either of ſoule oꝛ els of beeſt lyueng 


on the erthe. And here alſo ryſetßh ve 


ty many queſtions / ho we farre the 
ſigniſication of this woꝛde fleſſhe 
doth ſtretch 02 reche: for there be cer⸗ 
fapne beeſtes beloͤgyng to Þ ſee / nat 


Inlyße to the beeſtes lyueng on the | 
erthe: as Poꝛpaſſes / ſeales / dogges 


and certayn lyuetß both on p lande 
and ĩ the water / ſomtyme in the one 
and ſomtpme in the other / as caſtoꝛ 


an otter . Hoꝛeouer they diſpute as | 
bout cockes/ſnaples /a frogges / we 


ther they be fleſſhe oꝛ nat e Agayne 
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ſome dayes / it is ymytted a vnlau⸗ 


ſul to eate egges / buttre / cheſe / myl⸗ 
be: Another tyme / butter mylke / a 
cheſe / but nat egges . There be cers 
tayn dapes in whiche it is nat lau⸗ 


ſuf to touche any of theſe thinges af 


al. There be ſome dapes alſo /i wht 


che it ia foꝛbidden to eate what ſo e⸗ 


uer hatß ones hoꝛn lyfe: ſo p nowe 


it is a great doute / whether it be lau 


ful to eate ſpõges / whiche (as Ari⸗ 
ſtotel iugetß) hatß ſelyng / a be ſens 
ſpble creatures: ther be ſome men 


whiche bpndeth them ſelues / to faſt 
to breed @ water onely. Though we 


do graũt Þ theſe thynges are nat to 
be diſpyſed / yet who ſeeth nat / ho we 


colde tGpnges they are / 7 Very try⸗ 
fels / if they be cõpared to the pꝛecep 
tes of the goſpel / wher pon we ous 


ght chefely a pꝛicipallp to ſette oure 
care @ thought e Moteoner it is to 
be cöſpdꝛed / whether to exact theſe 


thyn⸗ 


tinges of al men / ſo ſtraitly 7 ſo ri 


goꝛouſly dotße agree to the lybertie 
9 the goſpel / whiche Paule ſo ſer⸗ 


uently deſendeth. x No we lette e 


ſe ho we trewe it is euyn in this thin 
ge alſo / that whiche Paule ſayth . 
Bodily exercitation is profitable 


but foꝛ lytel / good lyueng oꝛ in wat 
de holyneſſe ts pꝛofytable to al thi⸗/ 

ges . No dayes hath the cok es moꝛt 
bufone: {a labour in the bechyns 


than on the fyſſhe dapes / neither at 
any tyme is there moꝛe oꝛdpnaunce 


02 greatter coſte made to fare wel. 
So it is bꝛought to paſſe that the 


pooꝛe men be hügry / a the rich men 


lyueth moꝛe delycately. x Bho had 
nat feauer eate Sturgion / trout / oꝛ 
lampꝛey: thã bacon hardened with 
ſmobe / oꝛ tough muttoy 2 And a} 
mona theſe thynges alſo / which art 


nat fſeſſhe / there be many thynges 


wſiche are moe nouſſhynge than 


befe 


—— 
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befe 02 mutton: as whelPes / coccles 
and other thynges manp. ye / 7 pꝛo⸗ 

uobeth a ſtyꝛeth more to luſt of fleſ 
| ſhely pleaſure. And a mã map fpn- 
de certayn thinges that doth d ſame 
tuyn amoͤg her bes g frutes of trees 
| alſo « What auapletß it to abſtayne 
from mutton / if thou ſyll thy bely 
with rochet / dates / ſygges / a reyſin 
ges / muſſhernes / artick choughes / 7 
ſuch other thynges / which Epndleth 
the genitales moꝛe with wãton luſt 
than hennes 02 pullettes 2 Huckef 


mabetß the body more ſtrong ic lu⸗ 
e| ſip than befe dothe: a pet non of all 


theſe thynges is ſoꝛbydden. Bp this 
meanes it is brought to paſſe] that 
they whiche be pooꝛe @ of ſmal ſubs 
ſtaũce / be greued @ payned with ſus 
che cõ ſtitutions whã they haue left 
nede: @ the riche men thꝛough occas 
ſpon are called @ pꝛouobed to moꝛe 
pleaſures @deputte fare; Some ar 

wp 


wyf ſape » Thie ie cauſed through | 


our own faute / Jgraũt: And th 


foe parauẽture ought ſuche thyn;| 


ges to be taken awape / whan we p⸗ 
cepue moꝛe hurt tha good to gro we 


of them. And it ſemeth nat very mo 


che mote frute to come of faſtynge 
for they which be pooꝛe 02 weabe of 


body / are ſore greued with long fa⸗ 


ſipng, On d otherſpde / they whiche 


be ſtronge @ haue wherwith/ vitay⸗ 


feth them ſelues @ fplleth their bely 
with that / whiche were ſuſſpciẽt fo!] 


thꝛe dapes / ſo that after dyner they 
are mete ſoꝛ nothynge but onely to] 
ſlepe. And pet faſtynge is oꝛdayned 
to be ſed fot this cauſe moſt chefe/ 
ly / that the ſpirite ſhulde be the leſſe 
cöbꝛed 02 hold down with Þ weight 
oꝛ burden of the body. What nedeth] 
it here to rehei ſe diuers diſeaſes and 
ſick neſſes / d weab neſſe of olde men 
and ponge chyldꝛen / pouertie / a the] 
1 cer! 
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terkayn peculyar nature 7 comple; 
ction of bodtes/ſo that to ſome men 
the faſtuig of a fewe houres is det 
pe / whay they be hole / a to ſome all 
| maner ſyſſhe is as a Scoꝛpion oꝛ a 
ſuaße / oꝛ anp Venomous beeſt is to 

other « oꝛeouer in ſuch countreps 
| where is gret ſcarceneſſe 02 lacke of 
ſyſſß / to foꝛdydde d eatyng of fleſſh 
| Bhat other thyng is it / than to com 
maüũde the people to ſampſſhe them 
ſelues ! In ſo great dpuerſpte ſt ine⸗ 
qualyte thay of regions / of bodies 
of cöplexions / of ages / it appereth 


<> © => 


tuidẽtly pnougß / how many be gre 
ued with the la we / whiche (as they 
wene) is equale @ indifferent to all 
men. There be ſome bodies whiche 
wyl be in good plyte / ye / a ranfe © 
wanton though they were fedde we 
hay. Agapne ſome there be / whiche 
ſcarſly are Fept a lyue / though they 
| be fedde with partriches g ſeſaütes. 
G Ifthe 


tution ſhulde ſauoure ſomwhat of 


L6uſtes goſpel. No we is that fuls] 


fylſed and done enertwhere] whiche 
Paule ſayd. One is hungry / a ano 


ther is dꝛonken oꝛ to ful, The chan 


ge of meates is a pleaſute to p riche 


dayntilye / than whan they abſtayn 


from the eatynge of fleſſhe. But in 
the meane ſeaſon the pooꝛe huſbade 
man gnawynge on a rawe paſnyp 
rote oꝛ on a ſete / for ſacke of other 
ſole 0 cates / cateth therwith blacke 


breed 


men / g a remedy agaynſt fothſom| 
neſſe oꝛ gluttyng / neußer at any ty⸗ 
me do they fare beter and ſede moꝛe 


If the decre dyd comannde that in J 
theſe faſtynge dayes | the riche mey | 
ſhulde vᷣſe teperaunce a meaſure ty | 
their fare / a that whiche they withs | | 
dꝛa we fr6 their o wy tables of their 
wonte fare / to be ſent to pooꝛe folfe| 


ſoꝛ their refteſſhynge: thay ſhulde 
there be made equalyte / a the cõſty⸗ 


* a 
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| breed of the courſyſt ſoꝛte (Fat can 
oi map be made. And in ſtede of the 
melß / bagot / 02 ppocras of Þ riche 
men ſhe důtketh ſo wer whay 02 was 


ter of the podle / hauyng 4. a do 
in the meane ſeaſon to ſuſtayne his 


wyfe / hrs chyldꝛen / a the reſydue of 
his houſholde meyny / witß coͤtynu⸗ 
al ſwette 7 labour. Fynally the ma 
ners of men is come to that poynte 
no we a dayes / that theſe thiges gre⸗ 
ueth the onely / for whoſe cauſe they 


were nat ſo greatly inſtytuted 7 oꝛ⸗ 
dapned / 7 doth nothyng apertayne 
to them / for whoſe cauſe they were 


chefely oꝛdayned. Hoe md wyl ſap 


if anp man be greued oꝛ ouer ſooꝛe 


loden with theſe thynges / there is re 
medy pnough wßerby he may be ea 
ſed. Howe Ipꝛap pou? he may pur 
chace a lycence to eate ſleſſhe of the 


byſſhoppe of Rome . Thou ſpeb eſt 


| | Saply wel, Put neither al men ßa⸗ 


ue lap⸗ 


ue leayſer to ronne to Rome / ney⸗ 
ther al men haue plentie of money 
wherwith they might bye ſuch pat. 
dons. And here agayne / it is comen 


to paſſe Þ to riche men ( whiche had 
moſt nede to be foꝛbydden the etyng 


of fleſſhe | a whiche had moſte nede 
to faſt )the cõſtitution is releaſed al 
moſt al togider for money / and the 
greuous poſe g ßeup burden lpeth] 
onely on their necfes which ar pour 
and ſocourleſſe. x Hoꝛeouer J do 
marueyle greatly in the meane ſeas] 
ſoy at this / that the autßoꝛite to re⸗ 
leaſe ſuthe maner co ſtitutions 16 re 
ſerued g leſte onely to the byſſhoppe 
of Nomt / foꝛ ſo thynketß the coͤmen 
people. Me ſemetß after my pooꝛe 
iugement / it were more conuenpent 
that authoꝛite to diſpence with men 

ſoꝛ ſuch coſtitutions were gyuen to 
the curates (which ar ſucceded in to 
the roumes of the biſſFops/as con-| 
cernig 
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nyng payns and faboure: for thep 
map eaſely bno we Þ ſtate of euer y 
man the pfyte of Þ body / the riches 
oꝛr habilpte / pe / a the very mynde al 


© 2 K K 


BE BD 
wa, * 


ſo) Namely ſeyng theſe thiges doth 
nat ſo greatly helpe to trewe holp⸗ 


neſſe a vertuous lyueng. To them 
is cõömptted c betaben the diſpenſa⸗ 
lion a beſto wynge of Lhuſtes goſs 
gel: to them is gyuen power to my⸗ 
niſter the ſacramẽtes of the church / 
and authoꝛite to here cofeſſpons / 7 
to aſſoyle alſo from greuous ſyn⸗ 
nes ſt enoꝛmpties: It is fauful for 
them l ye t they muſt nedes / puttige 
their lyues in ieopdy / be pꝛeſent and 
nere them whiche be ſycke of the pe⸗ 
ſtplence loꝛ els any other fylthy / ſtin 
byng / a abhompnagfe diſeaſes . + 
Phy than is den ped to thẽ the au⸗ 
thoꝛite to gyue lycence to eate ſuche 
meates / whiche the weak neſſe a fe- 
bleneſſe of ſome perſons requireth? 


If the 


If the curate be Bnmeke to diſpence 
theſe ſmal tryfles / certainly thay is 
there great faute in the byſſßoppes 
whiche hath comptted the flocke of 


to whom the greatter a moꝛe weigh 
ty th ynges alſo might be cõmytted / 
it muſt nedes be that here fpeth hyd 
ſome ſecrete monſter / ſoꝛ whoſe cau 


ſe theſe ſmaller and lygßter thinges n 
map nat be cõmytted to (Ge ſame p⸗ 
ſone alſo. But ßere agayne me thi⸗/ 
heth / ßere the lucre t aduauntage 0 
of certapne perſons redp to grudge 
and ſpebe agaynſt me: And wolde 
god that this cãber were clene ſcou⸗ tl 
ted out of Chuſtes churche / whiche 
ſuffretß nothynge any where to be 
pure / hofy /a vncoꝛrupte / foꝛ cãcred 
couytouſneſſe is the cauſer that the ff 
coſtitutyons oꝛdayned as a mean a 

an helpe to godly lyueng / are now | 
O18 
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L6:t to ſuch maner perſone. But 
if the curate be a mete @ able perſon 
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welnere nothynge els / but ſnares a 
grynnes mete to cakche monep with 
al. x Bhat auapyleth it that ſo ma⸗ 
ny ſharpe 7 ſtrapte la wes hath ben 
made of the election of biſſhops / ab 
bottes / a other pꝛelates 7 rulers of 
the church: pf nowe eueriwhere fo? 


money gpuen / the election is outher 


coꝛrupted oꝛ els excluded. Ve rede 
that a tyrant of Sicilya calſed Dio 


| niſpus / gaue many lawes to his 


ſubiectes /a whan they were publiſ⸗ 
ſhed a comenlp knowen / he wynked 
oꝛ lob ed beſyde the trãſgreſſours of 
ihem ſoꝛ the nonce] vntyl at the laſt 
| whay no man regarded them / nep- 


ther myſtruſted any thing / he had a 


great meyny in daliger of the . So 
he la wes were to hi as nettes wher 
| with he hunted for a pꝛay. But god 
ſoꝛbpdde / that Lhuſtes vycars fot 


libe purpoſe/outher ſhuld charge 02 


ef lede d people with newe coſiytutids 


02 els 


and 


0! els abuſe the decrees of Þ olde fa⸗ 
thers Without doute / nede there is 
of coſtitutyons made by them whi⸗ 
rhe are in autßoꝛite. And it chaũcetß 
oftentymes / that ſoꝛ certayn ſpecial 
cauſes ſit were expedient a pꝛoſyta/ 
ble / that the rigoure @ ſtrarghtneſſe] 
of the cõmen la we were releaſed / ſo] 
that it were nat don eueri where / nei 
ther foꝛ fylthy lucre of money / ney⸗ 
ther without diſcretion 0: 4ugement] 
but ſoꝛ a great welth and pꝛoſyte. 

It ſhulde be greatly pꝛofytable ; 
appertaynyng Lnto Ppurite of the] 
doctt ne a lyueng of the churche / if 
no releaſyug 02 diſpenſatyoy of the 

ſawe were to be ſolde / a that po wer 
lo diſpẽce were comptted to the/whil 
che might buo we the qualyte 7 ſtate] 
of the peiſon / whiche ſhulde enioye 
the diſpẽſation. No we to obtapne 
diſpẽſation / in a maner thou nedeſt] 
nothyng ele / but to ſhewe thy name 
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and pay iy monep. If the cauſe be 
iuſte @ ſuffpcient / why is money te⸗ 
quired 2 if the cauſe be nat rightful 
| whathelpeth the diſpenſatyon 2 + 
choꝛeouer in ſome thinges I might 
| Bſe this reaſon patauenture / if the 
| cauſe be reſonable @ faufull / what 
nede is there of adiſpeſation 2 if the 
cauſe be nat honeſt @ ryztſul / what 
auapleth anp diſpenſation 2 The 
| pope comalideth faſtynge / but (as 
J wene) his mynde @ wyl is nat / p 
"| ponge childꝛen / oꝛ very aged pſons/ 
ſycbely perſons / oꝛ they wh iche are 
diſeaſed / ſhulde be boũde with this 
tlawe / neither (to ſpebe generally) 
any ſuche pſons/whiche coulde nat 
faſte without their epcedpnge great 
hurt. Here than / where is a certayn 
and eupdent cauſe / no nede is to re⸗ 
| feaſe the la we / but to interpꝛete it ra 
ther. In a doutſul canſe / who ſhul⸗ 
deft thou aſbe counſaple of tather 

H (thay 


than of thpne o bone curate / 02 d oꝛ⸗ 
dinarp byſſßop⸗ If thou reſuſeſt 


his iugemẽt to whom thou art Eno 
wen / thou vᷣttreſt 7 ſheweſt thy co | | 


rupte cõſcience . But if other hate⸗ 


red oꝛ ignoꝛãce / 02 els any other thi 

ge doth lette / that he wyl nat graut 
he rightful diſpeſatioy: lette than 
the wap be open to haue ſocour and 
Gefpe of the arch byſſhop / oꝛ the byſ? | | 


N 8 


ſhop of Nome. The pꝛoceſſe ſelfe of 
oure diſputation moueth ves a puts | 


keth Bs th remẽbꝛaunce moſt Vertu | 
ous father / to coſpder in fewe woꝛ⸗ 
des / ho we ſtraitelp ſuch cöſtitutiös 
dothe bynde 8s / whiche pertapneth | 
onely to mines la we / of the whiche 


ſoꝛte no man wyl deny the popes de 


crees to be / whiche cdcerneth ſaſtig ! 


choiſe of meates / and the wedlocke 
and mariage of pꝛeſtes / ſoꝛ of other 


thynges I diſpute nat. x There is 
1 man which refuſeth to ſocour 


and 


r r l 


and Gefpe his father beyng ofde] ie ic 
Fe © nedy / with his riches 02 ſeruice 


wan he hath ynoughe wherof be 
| might do it. The byſſhop comaun/ 

| deth him to ſocoure his father / tea⸗ 
chyng it deckaryng that honoure in 

the cõmaũdement of god ( whan he 
| byddeth vs honour our father and 
mother) is vnderſtande ſocour and 
helpe oꝛ relefe / c nat puttyng of the 
cappe oꝛ gpueng place / oꝛ goige out 
| of the waye. If this may refuſe to 
obey / it is no doute but that he ma⸗ 


beth hym ſelſe in datiger of the fyꝛe 


| of helle . Agayne / if any man be at 
debate with his neighboure / a if he 

| whiche hatß offended oꝛ hurte the o⸗ 
| fer hatß repẽted / deſpung ſoꝛgpue 


neſſe a redy to mabe amẽdes for the 


iniury whiche he Gath done: If he 
| which is offended oꝛ Gurte wolde re 
| fuſe to obey the byſſhop / cömaun⸗ 
dyng him to remptte the Begeaunce 


and 


and to be at one agapne we his nei/ a 
ghbour 2 It can nat be douted / but te 
that ſoꝛ this diſobediẽce he byndetß al 
Git ſelſe to p fyꝛe of hell. Vhy ſo 1 p. 
Becauſe this that the byſſhop com⸗ de 
maũdetß / he comanideth it accoꝛdig n 
to the doctryne of the goſpel / a dotß 6. 
rather offre @ put to him the cõmaũ ci 
dement of Chꝛiſt / than his own coõ⸗ 
malidemet « But whether the ſame 
thyng be done in theſe thiges / wher⸗ 
of we no we do ſpebe: let vs coͤſpder 
ſoꝛ what ſo euer I ſhak ſap J wyſll| 
ſpebe it / nat as one afſpunpng/ but 
as one inquiryng > ſerchyng out ß 
fruthe aſoꝛe d a byſſhop / botß moſt 
vertuous a euyn ſo moſt exellently 
lerned. This is oſ ſuretie / tat the | 
moſt parte of theſe thynges wherof | 
we do no we ſpebe / came ſyꝛſt and n 
were bꝛought Vp by cuſtom. Nowe a 
whom cuſtome dothe bynde / and in d 


what tiges / a ho we ſarſoꝛiß / — L 
245 and 
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cuſtome / let be epcepted in d meane 


Land zo we longe: it were ſomwßat 
to long here to diſcuſſe. Fitſte of 
al / this thynge me ſemeth might be 
pꝛoued by teaſon / that a cuſtom bis 
detß no man more ſtraitly thi their 
mynde @ wyl was / whiche were the 
begynners ir fyꝛſt bꝛingers vp of Þ 


| ſeaſon p hurtyng of offer mens c6- 
ſcience / c contempte 02 diſpiſpuge. 
Js it to be beleued / that they whiche 
ſpꝛſt of their 0wne free wylles ſſayd 
do wne their ſubſtatice g ryches at Þ 
feete of the apoſtels / dyd it ſoꝛ that 
purpoſe / that who ſo euer wold nat 


| do lybewiſe / ſulde be botide to euer 


laſtyng payne» Or that they whi⸗ 
che \p1ſt began to abſtapy from the 
eatyng of fleſſße / wolde be the beg] 
ners of this cuſtome / witß Þ mynde 
and wil / that who ſo euer after war 
de wolde nat do the ſame / ſGulde be 
boũde to euerlaſtyng deth «Np! I 

ene 
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by their exaͤple / wold haue enforced 


to do the ſame: they wolde haue mo 
nyſſhed and coliſayled him by theſe] 
wo:des +» Trewlſp beloued bꝛother / 
I whiche haue a body rebellious to} 
the ſpirite:nat without cauſe do cha 
ſtice a punyſſhe my fleſſhe with fa⸗ 
ſtes: Thou haſt a body both wea⸗ 
be g ſeble / c alſo obedpent ynougß 
to the ſpirite / whoſe weaFneſſe is to 
be cured / rather than wantöneſſe to 
be Fepte Bnder @ punyſſhed. Vher⸗/ 
ſoꝛe pꝛoupde ſt ſe ſoꝛ the Gelth of thy | 
body / tab yng ſuch meates meſura⸗ 


lp, c with gyueng thb es to god 


whiche are mete foꝛ the / that thy bo⸗ 
dy may P more luſtely a coꝛagiouſ⸗ 


fp do ſerupce to his ſpirite « After ſu 


che ſacyon doth Paule coũ ſayle his 
welbe⸗ 


wene rather Þ ſuch was their mide 
and ſuche their cõmunitation / that 
if they had ſene any mã bepng wen 
ke @ feble in body / whiche prouoFed| 


welbeloued Timotße / that he ſßuld 
ßſe a lytel wyne ſoꝛ the weab neſſe 
of his ſtomabe / a often ſick neſſes 7 
diſeaſes « No we whether cuſtome / 
cöͤtrary to the wyl 7 myndes of the 
which haue ben the begynners of it 
| dothe bynde to any ſynne (ſybewiſe 
as whan any ma monpſſhetß ano⸗ 
ther of his myſdede / although he do 
it nat fo thentent that he whiche is 
monyſſhed ſhulde ſynne moꝛc gre⸗ 


uouſlp: pet he which mon yſſhed of 
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his ſyn ne doth nat repent g amede/ 
ſynneth moꝛe Creuouſky tha he dyd 
befoꝛe) it is nat mete tyme no we to 
diſcuſſe. This onelp is to be conſy 
dꝛed / whether in theſe ſhynges whi⸗ 
che beyng of them ſelſe lauſul / are 


made vnlauful onely by the coͤſty⸗ 


tution of man: it was the mynde x 
wyl of the byſſhops @ popes / whan 
they dyd coſpume the cuſtome recep⸗ 
ued @ 2 who ſo euer / nat of 


anp 


anymalpcious cötempte tutto. 
rough fayltie c neglygence dyd nat 
obſerue @ bepe the cuſtom! ſhuld be 
Bolide to p ſpꝛe of hel. god is nat ſo 


cruel oꝛ Begeable P for euerp lygß 
ſaute he wyl caſte them in to helle 
whom he hath redemed wt his ow 
blode: He bno wetß the weabneſſeg 
fraplte of his creature / he ſuffteiß 
many thynges in vs / afoꝛe that he 
wyl cutte vs awape- from the body 
of his own ſonne. But who ſo euet 
cõmptteiß a deedly ſynne / of the mi 
bꝛe of Lhiift / is made the mẽbꝛe of 
the deuyl: of the heyꝛe of Gently lyſe 
is made p heyꝛe of euerlaſtyng fyꝛe 
Seyng thay) that the byſſhops art 
ſucceded in to the roume of him wht] 
che ſecheth to haue al men ſaued / x} 
to diſtropno man: and if thep bert 
ſatherſy aſſection to warde their flo 
che / coͤſydung alſo that their ſelues 
are men ſraple ſc weabe / a in pro 
$900 yn⸗ 


ww > RL . ww — Wa — > Win VWs 


| thynges nedyng the mercy of god 
Ho we is it lybely to be trewe that 
they were of this mynde / that they 
wolde with their co ſtitutions made 
by them / whiche are nougßt els but 
men / bynde their bꝛethern @ ſonnes 
to euerlaſtyng payne: namely ſeig 
they map bno we euyn by their 0wn 
myndes that the myndes of men be 
| prone @ redp to ſynne. pe / c oftentp 
mes are wonte to be ſtyꝛed a pꝛouo⸗ 
| Fed to luſt of ſpnnyng / ſo moche the 
mo ꝛe Bycauſe they are forbpddey » 

Tempotꝛal @ lape punces whiche 
| Geareth a ſwerde by their oſſice / and 
whiche with feare a punyſſhmẽtes 
hy their pꝛofeſſyon / holdeth the peo⸗ 
ple backe from roͤnyng to moche at 
large / yet wolde they nat although 


the tranſgreſſour ſc bꝛeaber of them 


they myght | the lawes whiche they 
oꝛdapn ic mabe to be rigoꝛous / that 


And 
pet 


ſhulde foꝛth with leſe his - as X 


* . 
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yet can they Epffe nothyng ele / but | 
the body onely . And do the byſſho⸗ 
pes / whoſe parte is to ſaue mẽ with | 
the ſwerde of the woꝛde of god / ſoꝛ a | 
ſytel meate 02 dunFe/whiche Thu ſt 
hath gyuen vs lpberte to tate / reaͤre 
that the beaFer of their conſtitutioy 
ſhulde go bothe body @ ſoule in to ß 
ſyꝛe of helle: namely ſeyng that it 
fpeth in their power / nat to caſte on 
this bõde oꝛ ſnare / noꝛ to bꝛing men 
in to this great parpl c ieopardy | 
x Hoꝛeouer Þ bondes of the euan 
geſical charite is gretter than Þ bon 
des of bynred / e the bondes of Þ ſpi 
rite / than the bo des of the fleſſhe / 
the bondes of god than of nature 
But what carnal father was there 
euer ſo cruel agaynſt his ſonnes / 5 
if he had ſoꝛbydden them ð dꝛib yng 
of wyne / leſt at any tyme Pdrifing 
vnmeſurably might caſt them ſel⸗ 
ues in to a feuer / he wolde ä 

that 
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| that this his foꝛbyddynge ſhulde Be 
of ſo great ſiregth/ that if they dyd 
nat obepy it / they ſhulde ſuffre dethe: 
namely ſeyng that they might dꝛize 
wyne ſafely pnough @ without anp 
hurte / ſo they dꝛinte it meſurably . 


No doute of it / he wolde foꝛbeare 


and refrapne from gyueng anp ſu- 
che cõmaũdement / if he knewe that 
bis ſonnes ſhulde be in danger of ſo 
great parpyl / he had leuer that they 


ſ\hulde fal in to ſome feuer / than to 


konne in to ieopdy of their lyſe. Be 


ſydes this / J do nat ſuppoſe v there 


is anp man but he wyl graut / that 
| the la wes of god which he him ſelfe 
made 7 oꝛdapned / are moꝛe to be re 


garded @ ſet by / than d lawes made 
by men: but nat al the lawes of the 


olde Teſtament gyuen of god / dyd 


bynde in the olde tyme to deedly ſpy 
no certapn of them botide nat to a⸗ 


ny ſynne at al (if we gpue credence 


to fa⸗ 


which is nat the authour @ maber / 


but þ ſtewarde @ miniſter of a mo⸗ 


fo ſamous dyuines) of the whiche | 1 
ſoꝛte J ſuppoſe it was / if any may | F 
Fad touched carion of anp beſt whit | 
che was nat ſkapne/but dyed by the 
owne accoꝛde. And ſhal the biſſhop 


re gentyl Teſtament requpꝛe this / 


that al maner conſtitutions of his c 

mah yng ſhulde bynde his ſubiectes 

fo the payne of euerlaſtynge fpꝛe⸗ 
J wyl come to Þ authoute of the 


apoſtels / whiche hath al wayes ben 


ſo moche regarded a ſet by / by Þ c6-| 
ſent of al chuſten people. J dare 


nat be bokde to affpꝛme c ſap playn 


ly / that what fo euer thyng they dyd 
cõmaũde they cömanded it / wk that 
mynde 7 wyl that they wolde euerp 
tranſgreſſour therof / to be Botide to 


the fpte of helle . x Paule in many 


places foꝛbyddetß couptouſneſſe / fe | 
chery / wꝛathel cotention / a enuy by | 


name / 


) 
| 
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name / puttyng to theſe woꝛdes. Be 
no we / that they whiche doth ſuche 


dome of g0d And yet the diupnes 
| gralitc>h @ confeſſeth nat euery ma 


ihynges / ſhal nat poſſeſſe the byng 


ner wꝛathe to he deedly ſynne / ney⸗ 


ther parauẽture al maner of enup. 
Agapn the ſame Paule ſtraitely 
coͤmaünded / that women ſhulde nat 
ſpebe in the church oꝛ cõpanp aſſem 
bled / leſt that ſeye ſomwhat pꝛoude 
and highe mynded / might chalenge 


to them ſelues any authoꝛite in the 


pꝛeſence of their huſbãdes. And pet 
Ido nat thynbe that he comaũded 


chat / beyng of his mynde c wyl / p 


if any woman thꝛougß inſypꝛmpte 
ſongyng to that ſexe / had ſpob en a 
ny thyng in the cögregation ſoꝛ des 


ſpꝛe to lerne / ſoꝛth witß ſhe ſhulde be 
made bonde to Þ ſyꝛe of hell. J put 


forth theſe thiges ſo that pet neuer⸗ 
 theles it map be free fot euery may 


to iuge 
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of al / parauẽture eupy in the com | 
maundemetes of the goſpel alſo / af g 
mã map ſynde certayn which dothe ſ 
nat ſoꝛtß with bynde euery man to d 
deedly ſynne . Ve ſe that Þ fathers] y 
of P orders of relpgious men / dotße y 
openly wytneſſe this of their cöſty/ y 
tutions ( whiche for cõcoꝛde @ equa/ ( 
lyte to be had in their couentes / they] (; 
nedefullp do adde g put to Þ cdmaltÞ ( 
demẽtes of Þ goſpẽl) that they wyl g 
nat any perſon to be boũde by them! ( 
nat ſo moche as to venpal ſpune. | f 
Vherſoꝛe by ſo moch (He moꝛe J do] a 
marueyle greailp / that there be cer / 
tayn of that ſoꝛte whiche can ſuffte 
rather their brother eytßer to dye / oi 
els to be vexed a tourmẽted with a 
diſeaſe / which is moꝛe greuous tha 
dethe / than they wolde lycẽce him to 
tate fleſſhe . 3 wyl nat here reßerſe 
that certayn dpuines @ thoſe of the} 
ſamous 


fo iuge as ße thynbes lybetß. Laſtt 7 
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ſamous ſoꝛte / halß aſſyꝛmed playn 


pꝛeſent tyme | do neither appꝛoue 
neither diſprꝛoue . This thyng one⸗ 
fp I wpfaſfe 7 enquire; whyder al 
ſuch maner cöſtitutions doth binde 
to euerlaſtynge papne / 02 els but a 
certapy of them onelp. If they al do 
bpude to euerlaſtyng payne / (hd is 


J wolde deſyꝛe to knowe / by what 


| whtche doth bynde / from thoſe whi 
the doth nat bynde. You wyl ſay / 


ſyſthat no moꝛtal pꝛelate can binde 
his ſubiecte by his pꝛecept to deedly 


ſynne / except that whiche he cõmaũ 
deth / doth depẽde of the la we of god 


which pꝛopoſition 02 ſayeng at this 


the yobe of chꝛiſten men very heuy 


and greuous / ſeyng that there is ſo 
manp cõſtitutions of the biſſhops / 


but if certayn onely ſo doth bynde / 


marke a man mpaht diſcerne thoſe 


they do bynde whan theſe termes ar 


put to: We comalide gc charge ac. 


But 


But at Rome euerp pere ſuthe ma / 
ner cõſtitutions are made a publyſ} 
ſhed newe / that no ſpouſe ſhal guy 
fo his ſpouſeſſe any toben oꝛ gyfte 
aboue the valoure of. u. ducatee 
ſoꝛ let this be put forthe bicauſe off «| 
epampſe. Idemaũde no we / if any ie 
man without anp malpce oꝛ diſpite ii 
of that coõſtitution dyd giue a toben] a 
oꝛ gyſte of. viii. ducates 2 dyde hel d 
ſynne deedlp⸗ Lou wyl anſwer (as 
A tro we) it ſemetß no. yet in theſe 4 
other moꝛe lpghter thynges alſo / is 
added al wap beſpde greuous ſpnne| 
the payne of excoͤmunpcation i the 
dede dopng > and pet there be dpup⸗ 
nes which ſaytß / that no man may 
be excõmucate / but onely ſoꝛ ſuche 
a treſpas whiche is deedly ſynne a⸗ 
ſoꝛe god. But this diſputation / whi 
ther the byſſhop 02 pope mape in al 
maner thynges bynde their ſubiect 
to deedly ſynne / A wil 2 at 
5 this 
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thts tpme. x This I wyl aſfe 7 de⸗ 
maũde / whether it be pꝛobable and 
lybe to be trewe / that the pope were 
| of ſuche a mynde / that although he 
[| myght he wolde after ſuche maner 
charge @ lode his ſubtectes . Paule 
is angry miſcõtent that any man 
t} ingeth his brother in meate oꝛ dꝛibe 
and ſhak J fo: meate oꝛ dꝛĩke thꝛuſt 
do wne my bꝛother in to helle: 
Nowe what is the mynde of the 
Pyſſhoppes and Popes in other 
thynges / ſette Bs ſeaue that vn⸗ 
e} diſcuſſed at this tyme « Certayn⸗ 
dye in ſaſtynge it is eupdente and 
open 5 their wyl was nat to bynde 
al men by their pꝛecepte and decree. 
Vßherfoꝛe than / do we beyng cruell 
iuges againſt our neighbour / other 
wiſe interpꝛete the popes la we / than 
accoꝛdyng to his o wne mynde . For 
it is nothing lybely to be trewejthat 
is mynde c wyl was to bynde any 
k man 


gret hynderaũce 7 appeyꝛing of his 
Helth10: els ieopdp of his lyſe. Ther 


fore he bpndeth no ponge chyldꝛen / 


nat very aged men / nat them whi⸗ 


che be ſicke / nat pooꝛe folke / and to 


mabe an ende / nat anp other pſons / 


which ſoꝛ ſome other cauſe can nat 
awape with faſtpng/ @ moche leſſe 


he byndeth thẽ to abſtayne from the 
katyng of fleſſhe. x Theſe perſons 
nowe reherſed / if they do eate / they 
ſeme to cate by the mynde a wpl of 
him which was 50 of the la we. 
You wyl ſap/ but in the meane ſeas 
ſoy yuel occaſpon is gpuey to leud⸗ 
ly diſpoſed perſones / whiche önder 


this pꝛetẽce @ colour wyl eate / whi| 


they haue no nede oꝛ reſonable cau⸗ 
ſc, If this paryl a ieopardp wherof 
pou do ſpebe / were partapnynge to 


02 mpſ⸗ 


man to ſaſtyng oꝛ to etyng of ſpſſh 
whiche coulde nat do it! without the 


murder oꝛ to ſomc other great puel 


en, me e OO 


— 


oꝛ miſchefe than wolde J holde wel 
{| with your ſayeng. Nowe J ſup⸗ 
poſe it myght better be ſuſſred / that 
ſyxe hundred dyd eate fleſſze witß⸗ 
out neceſſpte / than that one perſon 
th ꝛough ſuche ſupſtition ſhulde be 
put in ieopdy of his kyfe Wherfoꝛe 
I cõmende the maner and cuſtome 
Bſed in Italy / where euyn in Þ lent 
ſeaſon is ſolde openky in the ſam⸗ 
bſes (thougß of fewer than at other 
tymes) both Beale] bydde / a lambe 
leſt any thyng myght be wantynge 
to them whiche were ſicke / oꝛ might 
puek foꝛbeare eatynge of fleſſhe + 
Neither any man there noteth 02 re 
buFeth the Bper oꝛ eater / although 
| be appereth nat by any outwarde 
tobens / to be ſpcbe 02 dyſeaſed: fo 
there be manp cauſes which a man 
can nat parcepue by the cou tenaũce 
oꝛ face. And it belongetß to the cha⸗ 
| bike of chꝛiſten men to wee the 5 


what ſo euer map be done wel and] e 
laufully / dzonFneſſe! back bytyng t 
ſylthy cõmunpcation / @ rebandue;} > 
dothe verily declare @ ſhewe a leude] d 
perſon / euyn accoꝛdynge to the rut 0 
of the goſpel. Fo: theſe thinges wht] 1 
che in very dede are puell thynges f 
whan they cometh from the mouth} | 
deckareth the fountapy of the ßerte ( 
to be coꝛrupte / from whens ſuche] 
ſtynche is breathed ſoꝛtße: And yet} { 
witß ſuch thynges we be but lyght⸗ / 
ly offended oꝛ greued. pe otherwy / 
fes we retopce in them / c coͤmende | | 
alo we them. But ße that doth eate Þ 
fleſſhe / we do ſo deſye ſt abhoꝛre / as 

though he were no longer a chꝛiſten 
man: Nat witßſtandynge / that the 

goſpell dothe foꝛbydde to iuge any 
man in thoſe thynges / which of thẽ 
ſelites are nat yuel. pe c Paule alſo 
wylleth nat any mã to be iuged fot | 
meate oꝛ dune . Therſoꝛe who ſo 
Chr 55 eller 


euer eateth fleſſhe ſoꝛ a gret weighs 
ty cauſe / he ſpnnetß nat at al agaiſt 


tze la we / fot as moche as he hath 


done nothyng cötrary to the mynde 
of him whiche hath made the ſa we. 
He that eateth without neceſſpte / if 
he do a myſſe / he treſpaſſeth but on 


ly againſt the la we of man. But ße 
that cõdemnetß his bꝛother / be that 
bach bytetß / he that ſclaũdꝛeth a de⸗ 


| ſameth ßis bꝛother dothe ſpnne and 
treſpas / bothe agaynſt the doctryne 


of the goſpel / a alſo agaynſt Þ pꝛe⸗ 


| cepfe of the apoſtel Paule: And in 


mp iugement doth more greuouſly 
ſynne / than he ſhulde if he dpd eate 


fleſſhe hole. v. yeres togyder . They 


cal them Lutherians and heretyb es 


which doth eate fleſſße. No we thts 


is nat the eatyng of calues fleſſhe / 
but it is the gna wyng 7 eatynge of 


thy brothers fleſſhe . * Bbetber of 


theſe two thiges J beſech you / is the 
. moꝛe 


bydde/no man is moued oꝛ greued / 


at theſe tßynges whiche cötrarp to | 


moꝛe greuous offence a ſpny : And 

pet at that thyng wßiche the autho⸗ 
rite of Þ goſpel doth foꝛbydde / whi⸗ 
che Paule the apoſtel alſo doth foꝛ⸗ 


te doctryne of Þ goſpel the cuſtom 


of men hath brought in: Be do ſo 


ſhyuer @ quaPe / as thougß the hole] 


chꝛiſtian relygion ſhulde atones go 


fo wꝛaße for euer: But here in the 


ſemetß to partapne to oꝛder / other 
rõcernyng the hurtyng oꝛ offẽdyng 
of oure neighbours conſcyence. 

A graunt / that an oꝛder is greatlye 
ko be regarded / in ſo moche that it 


rãny oꝛ crudeſpte, than by troubli⸗ 
ge the oꝛder to mabe a cofuſpon 7 a 
great ſtyꝛre iy (Ge woꝛlde . x And 


to be 


were better to ſufſre eu yn ſome Cys | 
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Paule byddeth that mines cdpany | 


meane ſeaſon aryſeth two diffycuks | 
ties 02 doutes / of the whiche the one | 


| tobeeſchewed which dothe lpue in⸗ 
oꝛdinately / troublyng the cõmen 02 
der. And the ſame / leſt we ſhulde gp 


ue any man occaſpoy to be offẽded / 


cõmaũdeth vs to abſtapne/nat one 


ſp from that thynge whiche is puell 


in dede / but alſo from al maner thi 
ge whiche appereth to be puel. But 


that an oꝛder may be had a eſtablyſ 


ſhed / a by reaſon of oꝛder traquily⸗ 
te: It is eppedpent that the heedes (7 
rtulers haue their auctoute ſure and 


ſtable / a that the people obey them 


non othet wyſe / than the vycars 02 


deputies of god. Jgraunt al theſe 
thynges to be very trewe . And Pe⸗ 


ter the apoſtel cõdemnetß them / whi 


che ſolo wyng their own ſenſual ap 
petites / diſpyſeth the cõmen officers 
and rulers / @ ſuche as be ſet i highe 
authoꝛite: 7 yet he ſpebeth there / as 
farre as J parcepue / of the heed of⸗ 


| fpcers ac p2ices} whiche were hethen 


men 
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than ought the authoute of the byſ⸗ 


ſhops to be ſure a inuyolate / which 

if they be good / they are to be obeyd | 
ae the frendes of god: but if they be | 
puel / a pet dothe teche thoſe (Pynges | 
which be right @ good: we ought to | 
obey the doctrpne whiche they teche, | 
But if thep be neither good no: pet 
doth teche good thynges / pet in mp | 
iugement they are ſoö what to be ſuf | 
fred / leſt by troublyng the oꝛder of 
thynges / gretter incouenyece @ miſ⸗ 


chefe might ryſe . This counſaple 
wolde J gyue to the chuſten people. 


go ſo farfoꝛth / that it were intollera 


ble bothe to god c may (which thig 
god ſoꝛbydde euer to come to paſſe) | 


Chꝛiſt him ſelfe can mabe ſuch ma 
ner ſcourges t whippes / wher with 
he map dꝛyue out of his temple / ſu⸗ 
che as he lyſte nat to be cöuerſaunt 


there. 


men 7 infpdeks « Howe moch more | 


But if the weabneſſe of them ſhuld | 


there. For lpbewiſe as nat without 


great coſpderation a wyſedome the 
election of Þ biſſßops hath ben tra 


lated from the people to a fewe mẽ 
ſo J do nat holde with it / that d olde 
tx amples ſhulde be renewed 7 bꝛo⸗ 


ught vp agapy / wherby the comey 
multytude dyde eppel a put downe 


their biſſhops for euerp litel cryme. 


Foꝛ we rede that Buce fo: Þ ſur⸗ 


myſe of foꝛnpcation @ vᷣnchaſte ly⸗ 
uyng with his launder / was depo⸗ 
ſed by d coͤmen voice @nopſe of the 


people. But as Paule comaiideth 
the wpues / that in al poyntes they 


ſhulde be obediẽt to their huſbãdes / 


and haue them in reuerẽce as their 


loꝛdes: And agapy on the other pte 
tounſapletß the huſbãdes that they 


ſhulde meſurably 7 gẽtely vᷣſe their 


authoꝛite to wardes their wpues / re 


mẽbꝛing that they are their ſelo wes 
and matches in CThuſt / a the cöheri 
tours 


ſpumite @ weaknes/ with diſcretion 
and iugement: So in lyke maner 


the hedes @ rulers of the church are 


to be monyſſhed @ counſapled/ that 
they do nat either abuſe their autho 


rite ſt po wer on the people / neyther 


turne the obediece of the ſpmple peo 


ple in to theit own tyꝛãny. They at 


fours of the byngdom of heuen /iße 
one halfe of them ſelues / a that they 
ſhulde apply them ſelues to their in 


ſhepe / but the ſhepe of CThriſt / rather 


thay of the byſſhops: they ar ſhepe 


but for thoſe ſhepe that higheſt and 
heed ſhepherde hath ſhedde his prey 


cious blode: they are ſhepe / but ſo 


derely beloued of their loꝛde / d whã 
one of them was gone a ſtrape / he 


with careful difpgece ſought ſoꝛ it / 
and at the faſt whay he had ſounde 


it / he bꝛought it agayn to his feldes 
vpon his o wne ſholders: They are 
ſhepe / but teſonable ſhepe / @ in this 
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poynt egal 7 peeres fo he byſſops 
ye / ſoͤtyme alſo are moꝛe wyſe than 
certapne of the byſſhops: a finally 
of theſe ſhepe are made paſtours 02 
ſhepherdes. The people was nat 02 
da yned fo: cauſe of the biſſhoppes / 
but the byſſhops were inſtytuted a 
0:dapned ſo: cauſe of the people. 
 Bherfo:e albert that the biſſhop c6/ 
pared to eche one by him ſelfe of the 
people is mo ꝛc exellent / c (as Pau 
le ſapth) is woꝛthy of double honoꝛ 
pet that nat withſtãdyng / the reſpect 
and regarde of al the hole people to 
gider / ought to be gretter thaͤ of one 
biſſhopꝛ ye ſt if a man dyd adde this 
alſo / that the dignyte alſo of d hole 
multytude ought to be gretter / than 
the dignyte of any one byſſhop / his 
ſayeng doth nat vtterly diſagre but 
is (6 what lybe to d ſapẽg of Chůiſt 
Dur loꝛde Jeſu aſbeiß this que 
ſtion in the goſpel? Whether N 
as 0 
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fo be gretter æ moꝛe woꝛſhypful / Be 
that ſerueth 7 wapteth at the table / 
oꝛ ße that ſptteth at Þ table. Js nat 
he the gretter ( ſayth chriſt) whiche | 
ſytteth at the table? But the people | 
are thoſe chyldꝛen a ſonnes of the | 
ſpouſe] whiche as honoꝛable pſons 
ſptteth at the table 02 boꝛde of d goſ 
pel. The pꝛelates of the churche be 
myniſters which ſtadeth by / a wal; 
keth to @ fro lob yng about] that no 
thing be wantyng to any of the ge⸗ 
ſtes ſyttyng at that boꝛde / and that 
 whiche they parcepue to be moſt cd# 
uenpent a mete fo eche man / p they 
bunge ſoꝛtße out of the riche ſtoꝛe⸗ 
houſe of the ſpouſe / which is Chꝛiſt 
If Thiiſt / whiche without cötrauer 
ſpe oꝛ doute lis gretter than al coͤpa 
riſon / dyd cal him ſelfe a miniſter 01 
ſeruatit/ a beßaued him ſelf as a ſer 
uaunt / euyn Into the waſſGpna of 


his oo feete e Bhat ought the | 


bpſ⸗ 


| 
| 
( 
| 
| 


| 
1 


byſſhops to do / whiche accoꝛdynge 

to the mynde of ſapnt Hierome / are 
ſatßers / nat loꝛdes / but myniſtere / 
to whom the diſpenſation @ miny⸗ 
tration of the myſteries of god is 
cõmptted a betaben / nat the autho⸗ 
rite whiche alſo map fal in to ſynne 
as wel as other men / a are ignoꝛãt 
them ſelues in many thynges . Let 
the byſſhops therfoꝛe rule 7 gouern 
the people / but as a fader ruletß his 
childꝛen oꝛ ſonnes / e as the huſbade 

t | rufeth 61s welbeloued ſpouſeſſe 02 
wyfe . Neither let the byſſhop wene 
that it is fauful ſoꝛ him to do what 
ſoeuer him lyſt with his flocke / of d 
whiche be ſhal gyue accopte @ recke 
nyng to the heed ſhepherde / 7 the Be 
ty paſtoꝛ Chuſt . And let him remẽ 
bre this thyng alſo / that his autho⸗ 
rife is to be defended @ mapntepned 
nat onely bp ſharpe gt ſtrait cõmaũ 
dementes / by pꝛoude g ſtately coun 
0 tynaũce / 


tynaũce / by manacyng 0! th ꝛettes 
and punpſſhymẽtes oꝛ vengeaunce 
(with the which thinges / nat ſo mo 
che as the very tyꝛantes are wonte 
ſuſſpcienly to maputapne their aus 
thoute) but rather with purite @ ho 
ſyneſſe of lpueng / with mebeneſſe / 
with myldueſſe a gẽtilneſſe / with ho 
ly doctrpne / with ſatherly moniciös 
with louyng 7 frendly epho:tatids, 
PDaule / in punpſſhyng him which 


had his fathers wyfe / executed and 


ſbewed foꝛth p autho:te of an apo⸗ 
ſtel/ but ho we oftentymes dothe the 
ſame Paule humble him ſelfe / ſpe⸗ 
Epng fayꝛe / pꝛapeng / beſechyng / ex 
hoꝛtyng / reaͤryng in goddes behalfe 
Lifpnuafpurife 7 cleneſſe of lyſe 
is a certayn thyng worthy to be ho⸗ 
noured a had in reuerẽce. An Euã⸗ 
gelycal mynde / diſpiſpng riches} diſ 
piſyng honours / diſpiſyng pleaſu⸗ 
res / deſpꝛous lo do good to al _ 
redy 
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redy to put cuen his life ĩ ieopdy fo! 
the ſauegarde of d flocke comptted 
Into him / wineth the ſauour of the 
people / mote than a man wolde be⸗ 
feue. x A mynde replenpſſhed wii 
Eno wlege of holy ſcripture / a tonge 
no leſſe holy than eloquent / vᷣtterig 
and b:igpng fo:the of the riche ſtoꝛe 
houſe of £611ſi/ bothe olde thpnges 
and newe / mabeth pd people to lobe 
pp / a purchaſeth to hym ſelfe great 
reuerence @ woꝛſhip « By theſe thyn 
ges chefely the autßo ꝛite of the byſ- 
ſhops is both goten @ deſended / mo⸗ 
che better a moꝛe ſafelp / thaͤ by theſe 
woꝛdes: Be oꝛdapne / we decre @ de⸗ 
kermpne/ we charge / we cõmaunde / 
we wol / g ſuche other . Such thyn⸗ 
ges as I reherſed her afo:e/cauſeth 
that the people wyllyngly of their 
owy accoꝛde doth a great defe moꝛe 
than is required of them /a that they 
be more ſtyꝛed with fatherly exhoꝛ⸗ 

tation / 


tation / ian with any manacyng oꝛ 
th ꝛettes / be they neuer ſo loꝛdly / ſhar 
pe / c cruel. Do we nat ſe] as oft as 
any man ſpungeth Vp / cõmẽded wi 
any maner oppnion of holpneſſe / a 
whiche appereth to be a trewe pꝛea⸗ 
cher of the goſpel: ho we greatly the 
people doth fauer hym with al their 
hertz ho w deſpꝛous they are to here 
him / ho w they marke 7 regarde his 
woꝛdes / ho we al their mynde is hol 
ly gyuen t ſette to gyue hede to that 
whiche cometh from his mouth! Jf 
they dyd ſe @ parceyue a very father 
ly mynde / ſuche as Paule oꝛ Peter 
had / what thyng wolde nat the peo⸗ 
ple do? The diſaples receyued Pau 
ſe non other wyſe / than if Ge had Bey | | 
Chꝛiſt him ſelfe / bepng redy euen to 
Pplucke out their o one eyes / a to has 
ue gyuen them to him / if he had deſy 
red it. By this meanes ſhal p oꝛder 
beſt be mapntapned a defeded / * 

| their 
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| their authoꝛite be made ſyꝛme 7 ſta⸗ 


ble / and peace @ concoꝛde ſtedfaſifp 
cõtynue: if both partes ſtryue 7 la⸗ 
bour eche to ouercõe other with bes 
nefaptes/ c do yng their dewtp to o⸗ 
ther / fot els it is but a tyꝛannycal 
peace / whan p people oppſſed with 
piolence / reſteth @ are quiete in their 
bodies / but in their mide doth grud⸗ 
ge agapnſt their ſuperiours / 7 cur⸗ 
ſeth c wyſſheth puel vnto the, Nei⸗ 
ther let any man crye out / the autho 
rife of the pꝛelates @ byſſhops forth 
with to be mpnijſhed / if pzoumſpoy 
be made fo: the lyberte a quietneſſe 
of the people. Fyiſt this thyng belõ 
geth to the maputenalice of the byſ- 
ſhops authoute / (hat the people do 
iuge wel g haue good oppmoy of 
them. Put that man ſemeth to ha⸗ 
ue lytel good opinyon of them / whi 
che iugeth them to be of that mynde 
that they wolde their ſubiectes to be 

ch wuapped 


wꝛapped a intangled with very ma 
ny ſnares @ grynnes of coͤſtitutide 
ſo that they myght rule aſter thep! 
owne pfeaſure. x That may onely 
bath good opin yon of the byſſhop / 
which iugeth him ſelfe to be of that 


mynde that he coneketh very ſapne] 


his flocke to be as free as myght be 
in Chꝛiſt / a at lyberte from cobꝛan 


ce 7 entaglyng of ſcrupuluſneſſe a 
aplefuf ſnares . For that man dot(h 


notßyng derogate 02 myniſſhe of 
kynges authoꝛite / which wolde nat 
that be might do any thing cdfkrarp 
to ryaht @ good cõſciẽce / cõtra ty to 
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the cõmen lawes / contrary to P cu⸗ 


ſtomes @ pꝛiuileges of the cytezins / 
contrary to the othe whiche he made 
at his coꝛonation « Nap] rather he 
faFeth away ß hole authoꝛite of the 
Epng/ whiche iugeth that of Þ Epng 
whiche is moꝛe mete to be thought 


and iuged of tyꝛã tes / than of a ſau 


ſul 


punyſſhe thẽ, Bhat maner a lawe / 
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fuf pꝛince « Vherſoꝛe if the byng do 
nat require oꝛ lobe / p any mi ſhuld 
be bounde 6p his coͤmaüdement 02 
ſtatute to any papne either of pap⸗ 
ing money / or els of ſuſſryng in his 
body / excepte his ſtatute be rigßtſul 
and accoꝛdyng to equite / reſonable / 
and made aſter dewe forme t ma⸗ 
ner / a appꝛoued bp the cöſent of the 
peopſe / 7 finally dothe nat requpꝛe / 
that euery maner cõſtitution ſhulde 
mabe them boũde to ieopdy of their 


kpues 2: dothe nat that man ſeme to 


iuge the byſſhop to be a very tyꝛãt / 
whiche iugeth bit to be of P mynde 
that he wolde his ſubiecti to be boũ 
de with al maner coͤſtitutiöõs of his 
mab yng to Þ fyꝛe of helle: But the 
la wes of tẽpoꝛal 7 laye pꝛinces:are 
oftẽtymes ful of manacyng @ thꝛet 
nyng / @ with a payne #6 what ſßar 
pe a cruel doth ſeare me rather than 


that 


that lawe of the. pit.fabfes is ſayd] 0 
to haue ben / whiche commannded 
that the body of that man ſhulde be 
cutte in ſonder / whiche was in dette 
to many men / 7 nat able to pape n 
ſatiſfye them. And thoſe poetes and 
wyſe men of Þ olde tyme / feared the 
vInlerned multitude g nat able to be 
handled @ ruled with the reaſons of 
philoſophy / away from yuel doyng 
with the lyghinyng of Jupiter / ta⸗ 
Epng dẽgeance Bpoy malefacters /! 
with the faynynges of Þ furies/the 
punpſſhers of great ſynnes / of Na⸗ 
damathus iuge in helle / a of other 
terrible 7 dꝛedeful papnes @ turmẽ⸗ 
tes / whiche the ſoules of yuel men 
ſhulde ſuffre there aſter this (yfe | 
Thougß we do graũt to Þ fape 
Prices ſom what of ſuch maner fap 
nyng / yet J do nat thpnlbe that it is 
to be recepued in the byſſhops / whi⸗ 
che pꝛofeſſeth the doctryn of Þ oh 
of ihe 


of the goſpel. But who ſo euer coy 


malideth oꝛ maketh a ſawe / caſteth 
on an halter oꝛ ſnare to bynde men 
but who ſo euer exhoꝛtetß / dothe ſo 
cal men to the better thynges / that 
fe do nat tabe fro them their liberte 

& Parauẽture ſome man wyl ſap 
an exhoꝛtation is to weabe a thyng 


and of to ſmal ſtrength: it is nede⸗ 


ful to comatide a mabe lawes / for 
the ſturdp c vnruly perſons. Me ſe 
meth the cokrarp. Oftẽtymes / moꝛe 
is obtapned a gotten with ſatherly 


ephoꝛtation / than with tyꝛãn ycal x 


cruef evaction « Let this be counted 
a lye / if we do nat ſynde it trewe by 
daplp experiẽce in our wyues 7 chil 
dꝛen / a except Hiero bam to his gret 
Gurte @ mpſchefe hath taught ic to 
be trewe/whiche had puck chaunce a 
luche / of folo wyng the cruel a thꝛet 


nyng counſaple of his ponge cdpas 


npös. If the people ſhal ſe one whe 
che is 


che is a very preeſ 02 biſſhop i dede 
his eyſortation ſhalbe of efficacy ſt 
ſtrength, Put if open wicked lyuig 
coꝛtupt a vᷣnclene maners / groſe ig 
norãce / inſaciable couetuſnes / bar⸗ 
barical crudelpte / ſal haue bronzt 
hym pðtterſy out of fauour with the 
prople: Bhat ſhal it auaple 02 pꝛo⸗ 
fyte to cõmaũde @ to mabe cõſtitu⸗ 
tions: They whiche wyl nat obey / 
ſhal ſynne moꝛe greuouſlp for cau⸗ 
ſc of their cõtumacy @ ſtubberneſſe 
and they whiche ſhal obep onely fo! 
feare / ſhal deſerue nothyng at al / 02 
cls verp lytel / fo: aſmoch as no md 
fulfylletß the pꝛecepte / which fulfpl 
ſeth it / bepng cdpelled ther into by 
violence. ye / t parauẽture his ypo⸗ 
criſp doubſeth the oſſence: It fpeth 
than moſt of al in our owne ſelues 
that oure exhoꝛtation be it neuer ſo 
gentyl @ louyng / may be of autho⸗ 
rite @ regarded amonge the people , 
Ther? 


Ther ſoꝛe they do Berp wel / whiche 
pꝛonpdeth that the authoute of the 
p:efates map be ſaued / but they pꝛo 
upde very puck fo: it / which wpl ha 
ue it to be ſaued a mapntapned hole 
non other wiſe / thã wi thꝛettes g fea 
re. But in 8 meane ſeaſon it is rizt 
and accoꝛdyng / that ſome pꝛouiſion 
be made to ſaue the lyberte of p flo⸗ 
che / as moche as equite reqreth l ſo2 
it alſo hath a certayne authoute be⸗ 
ſongyng to it ſelfe / a that no ſmall 
oꝛ lpght authoꝛite. Doth nat cuſtöe 
miniſſhe © diſanul a lawe / in ſo mo 
che that a la we is nat worthp to be 
called a la we / except it be appꝛoued 
by the conſente of the people whiche 
grudgeth nat to vᷣſe it? Vhat thing 
hath diſanulled a made of no ſtren⸗ 
ae / ſo many coͤſtitutions made in 
the laſt coũſayſe / called Conſiſium 
lateranẽs / which began Inder pope 
July the ſeconde / g was fpniſ — 8 
ende 


ended Inder pope Leo the fenth « & 
& Was it nat the cuſtome 7 Vſage q 
of the people / which were neuer mi- | o 
ded to obey the coſtitutiõs a decrees | . 
whiche were made in that coũ ſaple. , 
Doutleſſe ſuch is d voice of the peo | 

| ple / whiche ſame alſo is called d Bot f 
| ce of god / ſuch is the authounte of the | | 
| fre multytude: a regarde @ reſpecte | , 
| of the which is mete to be had / as of | x 
tentymes as it gotß nat a wiy from g 
the rule of Bertue a holyneſſe. Bher 
F 

( 

c 

ſ 

{ 

| 


fore he ſhal gyue good counſayle | 
who ſo euer wyl ſo moderate g 01- | 
der his coũſaile / (Gat both partes be 
pꝛoupded for indifſcretlp. x No we 
as cõcernyng the offendpng of our 
neighbours co ſcience / ho we moche | | 
| it is tb e regarded | let vs conſpder 
in fewe woꝛdes . Our capitayn 
| and maiſter Jeſu Lhuſt/ ſomtyme 
| recardeth p oſſendyng of other mẽ / 
and applyed him ſelſe to auoyde the 
. ſame. 


ſame. Agayn at another tyme he re 
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garded it nat / that d phariſeis were 
offended. He wolde be boꝛn of a ma 


ried woman / he was circumciſed / he 


obſerued the teremonpes apo ynted 
and cömaunded in the la we / he dyd 
faſte / leſt anp thyng might haue be 


layde agaynſt hym / wherin it myʒt 


appere of lyblyhode that he had don 
wich edly / oꝛ cdtrarp to iuſtice. But 
he dyd nat ceſſe to pꝛeche his father / 


he dpd nat ceſſe to teche the heuenly 
philoſophy / he ceſſed nat to do good 
to al mẽ / he feared nat to heale men 


on the ſabbot day / though the phari 
ſets were greued with theſe thinges 
he gaue occaſpoh to Herode alſo to 
be oſſended / to whom he wold mathe 


non anſ were /a ther ſoꝛe Herode diſ⸗ 


piſed him. And in a certayne place) 
whan he was warned 7 tolde | that 
the phariſeis were oſſended: What 
anſwere made he! Let them alone 
. N (ſayth 


(ſaith he) they are blynde gydes of 
the blynde « Accoꝛdyng to his en ſã⸗ 
ple / the apoſiels alſo in many thyn⸗ 
ges applyed them ſelues to the in ſit 
myte ſc weak neſſe of the ie wes / leſte 
anp thynge myght haue hyndꝛed 02 
letted the courſen goynge forwarde 
of the goſpel + But yet dyd they nat 
in al thynges / noꝛ at al tymes auoy 
de the offendpngof al men / ſoꝛ the 
iewes coulde nat with anp cryenge 
out of them ſcauſe them to cõpel the 
gentyls to be circuciſed. This thing 
onely they dyd ſoꝛ a ſeaſon hauing 
rſpecte to the inuyncible ptynacy « 


ſrowardneſſe of the iewes / Þ they 


comalided the gentyles to abſtayne 
from ſoinycation / from the blode 


and from the beeſt which was ſuſſo 


cated / 7 from the fleſſhe which was 


offred in ſaerifyce to pdoks, Paule 
dyd ſhaue of the Geer of his heed / he 
Þſed the maner a ceremonys of (he 


iewes 


# | iewes/11) the ſeeſtes called the Nudi 
- | pedakest he dpd purifye him ſelſe as 
4 | nog other in the temple / to thẽtent 
x | that he mought mytigate g pacifpe 
e | the myndes of certayn perſons / whi 
ꝛſche were redp to haue reyſed Vp ſedi 
e] tion @ ſtrpfe. But although he dpd 
t| theſe thynges / pet where ſo euer he 
p| monght couenyently he ſpabe aga⸗ 
e] paſt them / he confeſſeth © Enowles 
tel geth/that it ts lauful to eate al mas 
el ner meates / but a chaũce falleth o⸗ 
g ther whyles / that it ts nat expedient 
| to Ve this lpberte . He offreth to vs 
{| the lyberte of the goſpel / but charite 
p| whiche meaſureth althynges by the 
iel pꝛoſpte of the neighbour / other whi⸗ 
des wyllyngly foꝛgoth of her ryght 
ol and lyberte / but nat vtterly in eue⸗ 
| rp thyng / neither cõtynually 7 at al 
fe] tymes / but in the meane ſeaſon ſtri⸗ 
je] ueth to her po wer agaynſt the inf yꝛ 
e| mite @ weaFneſſe of them which vn 
diſcretely 


diſcrete are offended without cauſe] 
and fo: thynges of ſmal value / vn 
tyl that they alſo do pꝛoſpte @ grow 
vp to ſuche ſtrength of ſpirite / that 
they be no loger offended with thoſe 
thinges / which of their own nature 
are neither good noꝛ puel. Paule 
as concernynge the Vſe of meates ] 
other whyles among the iewes was 
made as a iewe / to thende P he myzt 
wynne the ie wes to CThꝛiſt. Agapne 
among the gẽtyles he became a gen 
tyle / to wyn them alſo. But it ſhuld 
be ay vnſemely thing @ againſt rea 
ſon / if anp man nowe a dapes alſo 
wolde lybewiſe amoͤg the iewes be⸗ 


come a iewe / abſtapnyng from the 
meates whiche are foꝛbydden @ nat 


lauful to be eaten among them / leſt 
ße mpaht ronne in to the hatered of 
the iewes . Ve moꝛeouer Paule rebu 
Eeth Peter / bycauſe that ( whan the 


dockrpne of L6uſt was ſo publyſ- 
: ſfhed 
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ſpꝛinge and ryſe of an honeſt cau 
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ſhed and ſpꝛede abꝛode / that it was 
mete @ accoꝛdynge ſoꝛ the ie wes be⸗ 
png taught a moniſſhed to haue for 
ſaben ſt caſte a wap their ſuperſtiti⸗ 
ous weabneſſe) pet he. feſt he ſhuld 
haue offended the iewes / dyde with- 
dꝛa we him ſelfe from the company 
of the gentyles | and wolde nat eate 
with them! and ſo auoydyng to oſ⸗ 
fende the iewes / he fell in to a mote 
greuous oſſendyng of the gentyles. 

That tyme was / as a man wolde 
ſay / the infancy and fyꝛſt age of the 
goſpel. Ind the relpgion of d lawe 
which they had lerned and receyued 
of their ſoꝛefathers / @ whiche alſo 
was con fyꝛmed by long Bſage and 
cuſtom / was ſo faſte grounded and 
roted in wardly in d myndes of the 
iewes / that this affection for a ſeas 
ſoy was to be pardoned @ to be ſuf 
fred in them / ſoꝛ as moche as it 2 


e 
and 


and coulde nat ſodainly be agapne 
plucked out of the myndes of men. 

oꝛeouer of this oſſendyng great 
ieopardy ſhulde haue ſolowed. x + 

The nation of the iewes which 
toughly cleued to the cuſtome Vſed 
of their foꝛefathers / was tourned to 
the hatered of the goſpel. The gen⸗ 
tyles ſo hated and abho:red the bur 
thayn of Moyſes la we / that many 


of them coulde fynde in their hertes 


rather to haue renoliced CThuſte az 
gapne / (hay to recepue the ceremo⸗ 
nyes ſt la we of d iewes . And whan 
nothyng is mote abhompnable thã 
idolatrp / pet he that dyd eate of the 
fleſſhe whiche was offred in ſacrp⸗ 
fyce to an idole at that tyme / gaue a 
lybelp occaſpoy to be ſuſpected / as 
though he dyd fauour and agree to 
the ſupſtition of them / with whom 


he dyd eate « And pet crpeth Paule | 


euen in this alſo / d lawe to be abꝛo 
| gated 
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gated and of no ſtrength: He crpetß 
that an ydole is nothynge / (Gat the 
fleſſhe offred to an idole is nothyng 
els but as other fleſſhe is: he rebu⸗ 
Feth that man / who ſo euer wyttig⸗ 
ly offendeth his brother with his eas 
tyng. But agapne he chpdeth hym 
whiche iugeth another mines con⸗ 
ſcience / in meate 02 dune / a whiche 
ſpeb eth puck: of his brother for the 


I meate ſate / for the which he gyuetß 


thanbes to the goodneſſe 7 lybera⸗ 


ſpte of the loꝛde / which hatß created 


and made al thynges/ to the beßoue 
and Pſe of men. He ſcometh the ſo⸗ 
lyſſhe wyſedom of them / whiche as 
though they had taugßt a certayne 
great thyng / dyd ſape . Touch nat / 
taſte nat / handyl nat / as the ſuper⸗ 
ſtitious chopſe of meates which the 
it wes vᷣſed by the coũſayle a autßo⸗ 


rite of Paule ß atß begon to he diſpi 
ſedlaſter that d goſpel is no we 


ſuf⸗ 
fpci⸗ 


ſyciently publyſſhed 7 openly Eno, 
wen. Do of lybelyßode it ſemetß / 
the meate offred to an ydole is to be 
diſppſed / ſepn that it is no we ſuf, 
fyciently no wen that chꝛiſten men 
map with pure and clene conſcyece 
eate al maner of meates / accoꝛdyng 
ko the neceſſpte of the body / gpueng 
thanbes to him whiche bath oꝛdap⸗ 
ned and pꝛouyded al thynges p are 
in this wo lde fo: his woꝛſhippers 
Shay he him ſelfe is loꝛde of althin 
ges / and whiche wolde nothyng to 
be impure bꝛ vnclene to thoſe per⸗ 
ſones / whiche be pure and clene . x 
VPherfoꝛe to conclude / ſeyng that 
the lauſul cauſe to be offended] ceſ⸗ 
ſeth: Seyng alſo that the byngdom 
of god is neither meate ne dꝛinbel a 
ſeyng that the abſtaynyng ſrom cer 


tayne meates pꝛouob etß the moſſe |* 


parte of ryche men to ſuperflupte ; 
delpcate fare | a dothe-cruelky g 


and 


reue | 
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and papn the pooꝛe men. It is to be 
tonſydꝛed and lobed on / whether we 
ought to ſtrpue ſo greatly as we do 
fo: ſuche maner conſtitutions . <R 

In that tpme wherof we ſpabe 
befoꝛe / the apo ſtels fo: a ſeaſon dyd 
that thing which they thought moſt 
eypedient fo: the foꝛtherauce of the 
goſpel / which thay was ponge and 
ne we begon . Som what they ap⸗ 
plyed them ſelues to the affectios of 
men / remaynpnge of the maner of 
lpueng whiche they had Bed afoꝛe⸗ 
tyme And that they ſo dpd | it was 
but fo: a ſeaſon / of charite and nat 
of right oꝛ neceſſpte/ and they dyde 
nat ſo in al thinges noꝛ at al tpmes 
neither pet without ſpeEpng agaiſt 
ſuche infpꝛmitie / as we haue ſayde 
befoꝛe. But no we a dapes / ho w fo? 
tunetß it that occaſpoy to be offeded 
is tab enne of ſuche thynges / the Vſe 
wherof is nat foꝛbydden by the goſ 
| D pel 


ſyciently publpſſhed 7 openly bno⸗ 
wen; So of lybelyhode it ſemetß /p 
the meate offred to an ydole is to be 
diſppſed / ſeyng that it is no we ſuf⸗ 
fpciently bno wen that chꝛiſten men 
map with pure and clene conſcyece 
eate al maner of meates / accoꝛdyng 
ko the neceſſpte of the body / gyueng 
thanbes to him whiche hath oꝛdap⸗ 
ned and pꝛouyded af thynges 5 are 


Vhan he him ſelſe is loꝛde of althin 
ges / and whiche wolde nothyng to 
be impure dꝛ Pnckene to thoſe per⸗ 
ſones / whiche be pure and clene . 
VPherfoꝛe to conclude / ſeyng that 
the lauſul cauſe to be offended] ceſ⸗ 
ſeth: Seyng alſo that the byngdom 
of god is neither meate ne dꝛinbel a 
ſeyng that the abſtaynyng from cer 
tapne meates pꝛouob etß the moſte 


parte of ryche men to ſuperſkupte 7 


defprate fare / a dotße cruelly greue 


in this wo ilde fo: his woꝛſhippers. 
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and payn the pooꝛe men. It is to be 
tonſydꝛed and fofed on / whether we 
ought to ſtryue ſo greatly as we do 
fo: ſuche maner conſtitutions . 

In that tyme wherof we ſpake 
befoꝛe / the apo ſtels for a ſeaſon dyd 
that thing which they thought moſt 
eppedient fot the foꝛtherauce of the 
goſpel / which thay was yonge and 
newe begon . Som what they ap⸗ 
plyed them ſelues to the affectiõs of 


men / remapnypnge of the maner of 


lpueng whiche they had Bſed afoꝛe⸗ 
tyme And that they ſo dpd | it was 
but fo: a ſeaſon / of charite and nat 
of right oꝛ neceſſyte / and they dyde 
nat ſo in al thinges noꝛ at al tymes 
neither pet without ſpebyng agaiſt 
ſuche infpꝛmitie / as we haue ſapde 
before, But nowe a dayes / ho w fot 
kuneth it that occaſpoy to be offeded 
is taFenne of ſuche thynges / the vſe 
wherof is nat foꝛbydden by the goſ 
| D pl! 
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pel / but rather Þ foꝛbidders of them 
are condempned bp the wutpnge of 
Paufe the apoſtel. Foꝛbpddynge 
(ſaytß he ) the meates / whiche god 
hath created to be eaten / and foꝛbyd 
dynge to mary 02 wedde, Finally 
ho we ſarfoꝛtß ſemeth the greupnge 
oꝛ offending of our neighbour to be 
auoyded? Pauſe dyd ſordeare and 


abſtapne from p ſieſſge which was 


ofſred to ay idole / but nat except he 
had bey warned aſoꝛe / that it was 
ſacrifpced to ydoles « But the ſame 
Paule dpde cate al maner meakes] 
aſbyng no queſtion / ſoꝛ hurtyng a⸗ 


nother mannes conſcience. And yet 


in this Gynge wherof we do no we 
ſpeke / the offendyng of other menes 
conſciẽces mpaht be auopded / with⸗ 


out any great greſe 02 incõmodite: 
fo: he that ſoꝛ a ſeaſon dyd reſrayn 
from fleſſße offred to an ydole / had 


other fleſ ſhe e at hande which he mizt 
cates 
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tate. If any man dyd abſtayne fro 
bufles fleſſhe whiche was offred to 
Neptunus / he myght eate partrych 
02 capon / whiche was nat offred to 
any faſſe god: and yet dyd they nat 
ſo moche as abſtapne from fleſſhe 
which was offted to idoles / but one 
ly whay they ſawe occaſion. Some 
man abſtapned from ſwynes ſleſſß 
and dyd eate a pfouer. But no we a 
da yes whay fo: d moſt parte of the 
hole pere | the eatynge of al maner 
fleſſhe is ſoꝛbydden: thynkeſt thou 


it right 02 reaſon / that J for d weak 


neſſe and ſupetſtityouſneſſe of this 


man oꝛ that / ſhulde ſtande in ieop⸗ 


dy of my helth and of my lyfe / ſeing 
that by this tyme / all chꝛiſten men 
ought to haue hen taught / that they 
ſhulde nat iuge their nepghbour by 
ſuche maner thynces, But iſ it ſe⸗ 


me to vs / that chuſten charite ſo mo 


che ought to apply it ſelfe to d webe 


neſſe 


neſſe of vnlerned oꝛ ſuperſtptyous 
perſones / that to auoyde the oſſen⸗ 
dyng of them / we wolde haue hym 
whiche is ſtronge in conſcyence / to 
ronne in to ieopardy of his Helth oꝛ 
of his lyfe. Vhy do we nat ð ſame / 
in thoſe thynges wherty is iuſt and 
manpfeſt occaſpoy of offendyng o⸗ 
ther men. There be pꝛelates of d 
church / which whan tßey haue pere 
ly rentes and poſſeſſpons / ſo great 
that they mape compare in rycheſſe 
with any kynges / pet neyther they 
do teache p people / and beſpdes that 
ſpueth wick edly eu yy in the open 
ſpght of the people / ſo that p vnler⸗ 
ned men are offended therby . Out 


{ 
| 
| 


Fere in this thynge / we do notßynge 


regarde the oſſendyng of their con⸗ 
ſciences / but rather of the weabe p⸗ 


ſons. We do require ſo gret fp2myte |. 


and ſtrength / that they are comanun 
ded to beleue / excepte they had lea⸗ 
10 wer 


3 | iter be counted FeretpFes/(Gat what 
ſo euer thpnge is done by them / ous 
ther wh they loſe 02 hynde / oꝛ whã 
they bleſſe oꝛ curſe / oꝛ els whã they 
graunt foth pardons oꝛ reſtrapne 
them / is of the ſame ſtrength las if 
it had be don by the apoſtel Paule / 
Andꝛewe oꝛ James . And pet this 
oſſendynge of the people ryſeth of a 
thyng / which of it owne bynde and 
nature is ſo puel / that thougß men 
wolde tabe none occaſyon therof to 
be oſſended / yet ought it to be auoy 
ded and eſchewed / ſoꝛ as moche as 
it offendeth the eyes of god. Beſyde 
this / though al mauer of back byti⸗ 
ge apperetß to eche mã foꝛ to be vn 
laufut / and a great ſynne: pet in 
this thyng we do nat regarde the of 
fendyng of weabe perſons / but bol 
delp and ſtrongly we ſolowe oure 
owne appetyte and affection, x J 
theſe thynges onelp whiche i” ſo 
; au⸗ 


fauſul / that who ſo euer ſoꝛbyddetß 
them / nedeth great defence / leſte he 
mygßt ſeme to do clene agaynſt the 
doctryne of the goſpel: ſo moch we 
do regarde the offendpnge of weake 


perſons / that fo the folyſſße ſuper, | ( 


ſition of them / we wolde haue our 
bother to ſtande in ieopardy of hia 
ſyſe / rather than to eate certayn me⸗ 
tes / whiche are neceſſarp ſoꝛ him. 
Is nat this to tranſqgreſſe the c6/ 
maundementes of god / foꝛ the tra⸗ 
ditons of mey 2 J Fno we right wel 
moſt exellent pꝛelate / that your ho⸗ 
lyneſſe hath ſapd a pꝛety whyle ago 
foꝛ what entente are theſe ſo many 
thynges ſpoben ? Js it to diſalo we 
the choiſe of meates / whiche the ſe 
and cuſtome of the churche hath a⸗ 
lowed! and yet dothe alo we: x To 
ſpebe Þ truthe playnly / as J do thi⸗ 
Fe: J wolde fayne that al thynges 
whiche are of this kynde and ſoꝛle / 


oꝛ (ls 


| of the way / ſo Þ 


ot eſs at the leſtwiſe / the epackion of 
ſuche thynges were clene rydde out 
o P what ſo euer were 
abated 02 taFey away from ceremo 
nyes / ſhulde be added to the exercy⸗ 


(es and woꝛbes of trewe holyneſſe. 


And ſo that as moche ae the iudai⸗ 
cal and ſuperſtitious maner of ly⸗ 
uyng ſhulde decreace and be miſs 
ſhed / ſo moche Þ trewe chꝛiſtian ma 
ner of lpueng mp3 encreace and be 
augmented. But if the comen ſo ite 
of Lnlerned perſons can nat vffer- 
ſy be Fepte in doyng their dewtp! w# 
out ſuche maner of ceremon pes / yet 
I wofde nat the chꝛiſtian lyberte to 
be ckogged with Very many ſuche / 
J wolde nat the conſciences to be ſo 
bounde / that they ſhulde beleue that 
they dyd deedly ſynne if thep dyd ea 


te / except it were don of a fro ward / 


a ſtubburne / and a diſobedient mĩ⸗ 
de. J wolde nat that of an vnreſo⸗ 
| nable 


der/thoſe th ynges ſhulde be ſo gret⸗ 
ly regarded / whiche of them ſelues 
are almoſt of no value. And thoſe 
thynges nothing regarded and ſette 
by / without the whiche there can be 
no good lyueng accoꝛdyng to d goſ 
pel. But theſe thynges / ſeyng that 
thep be faſt rooted by vſe @ cuſtom: 
A wolde nat that they ſhulde be ſedi 
ciouſlpe diſpyſed / but outher to be 
put downe by lytel and lpel / oꝛ els 
to be tab en awaye by the authoute 
of the heedes and rulers / but ſo ta⸗ 
ken away that in the meane ſeaſon 
the people ſhuld be called and exßoꝛ 
ted to better thynges But here pas 
rauenture ſome man wyl obtecke 7 
laye agaynſt me / that ſuche maner 
ceremonys though they do nat mo⸗ 
che good / oꝛ be nat greatly pꝛofyta⸗ 
ble / at the leſtwyſe they do no hurte / 

pe / and this ferfo2th dothe helpe 
| goo 


nable iugement and clene out of oꝛ 


good lyuenge / that they putte de in 


remembꝛaunce of trewe @ in warde 
holpneſſe / and are as gupdes oꝛ lea 
ders / to enduce the weabe and vnler 
ned perſones to trewe vertue / (pFe- 
wiſe as the la we of choyſes was to 
the ie wes: And we do ſe / ho we gret 
the weaFneſſe is of chuſtery men af” 
ſo The cakyn of fleſſh foꝛbydden 
putteth Vs in remembꝛaunce 7 tea⸗ 
cheth / that al ryote and ſuperflupte 
and what ſo euer tßyng is wonte to 
folo we ſuperflupte / are to be auoy⸗ 
ded and eſchewed . Faſtyng comai 
ded / puttetß vs in remebralice 7 tea 
chetß / that we ought to abſtayn frõ 
al Byces 7 ſpnnes / foꝛ that onely 16 
the faſt that is pleaſaunt 7 accepta 
ble to god. If this reaſoy doth lyke 
and pleaſe ſo greatly / than let Vs be 


circũciſed alſo / ſeyng that circumci⸗ 


ſpoy bothe doth abate of the delecta 
tion g pleaſures in gendung / a alſo 
put⸗ 


pulteth ds in remẽbꝛaunce / that the 
herte a mynde is to be circũciſed frö ] 
al groſe @ carnal aſſectione. Let 568 
than alſo ſlee becſtes @ maße ſacrp⸗ 
ſice of them for this thig putteth ve 
in remẽbꝛaunte / that the bꝛutyſſyen 
beeſily afjectids of our myndec / are 
to be tamed and ſubdued. But that 
we might be monyſſhed a put in re⸗ 
mẽbꝛaunce by ſuch maner of fygu 
res / it is ſuſſpcient fo2 Vs that theſe 
thynges were in the olde tyme relp- 
giouſly obſerued of the ie wes ſoꝛ if 
trewe holyneſſe were nothpng hyn⸗ 
dꝛed by ceremonys / why doth Pau 
fe ſo feruẽntlp eueriwhere fyght a⸗ 
gaynſt the ceremonpes of the lawe 
of Moyſes 2 Ofa certapntie / theſe 
thynges if there be to many of them 
and Pntneſurably vſed / oppꝛeſſetß 
the lyberte of P goſpel. To put our 
truſt 7 confpdece in theſe thiges (as 
the moſt parte of the people _ ) 
is the 
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is the Very peſtylence a diſtructyon 
| of trewe holyneſſe / fo: of theſe thyn 
ges / to back byte thy bꝛother / is the 
ven ym @ popſon of the relygion of 


the goſpel. x No doute of it] Paule 


| parcepued theſe thynges very well / 


whan he ſo fercelp kept warre apeſt 


the lawe of the ie wes / beyng about 
to bꝛeabe in oꝛ to apptoch npe to the 


maners « lpueng of chuſten men. 


| Ye/ if Jhad lapſer | Icoulde make 


you parcepue ſt vnderſtãde / p eue⸗ 
ry gretteſt decay @ myſcheues of the 
chuſten cõmen weltß / hath ſpꝛonge 
out 7 had their begynn ng of ceres 


monpes. Ido nat alowe p ſtubber 


neſſe ag diſobedient myndes of theſe 
men / which openly 7 ſcoꝛnfully / as 
in diſpite of the coͤmen cuſtom hath 
eaten fleſſhe . But ſo farſoꝛtß J di 
alo we them / that J do iuge them to 
be taught / to be monyſſhed / 7 iſ ne⸗ 
de requpꝛe / to be rebubed alſo / — 
119 


nat to be accuſed Into the Feed offps 


cers t rulers / as thoughe they were 


gyltie of murdꝛige their own father | « 
oꝛ mother. ⁊ my iugement is / this | 
mater ie rather to be diſpiſed a may 


de lyght of / than to be greuouſſy 66 
dled . At the leſt wyſe foꝛ this cauſe] 


ſeſt of this ſparbe Epndſed a gretter | | 
fyꝛe might gro we / 7 moꝛe hatered a 
gaynſt the clergy / whiche is to gret / 


and ouer moche al redy . It doth diſ 
pleaſe me / what ſo euer thyng ptay 


neth to ſedition @ ſtryfe . But yet if | 


no man ſhulde reſyſt 7 withſtade ſu 
che maner ceremonyes al wapes in⸗ 
treacyng a waxing mote a moꝛe / P 


lpberte of the goſpel ſhulde be diſtro 


ped ſoꝛ euer / but there is no man to 
whom it is mote cõuenyent to with 
ſtande them / than the heedes and ru 
fere of the church. So crope in by ly 
tel a lytel p cuſtom / which hath ma 
de p fridap a ſyſſh dap 8 

an 


TS 


whay this was wel comen to paſſe 
ſaterday alſo was tafey ſrom 6 
and no we wedniſdap alſo is ĩ great 
icopardy. And fo: ſuch maner cere⸗ 
| monps we ſe ſo many men to be ſo 
re afflycte to be in ieopdy / pe ſynal⸗ 
y to dye: a we ſe many men to ſtã⸗ 
de ſolyſſhſy in their o wne concepte / 
and to thynbe them ſelues tre we cri 
ſten men / whan they are in dede ve⸗ 
ry ie wes / and foꝛ the truſt a confp⸗ 
dence which they haue in theſe thyn 
ges / to regarde no whyt thoſe thyn⸗ 
ges whiche belongetß to trewe holy 
neſſe c vertuous lyueng / but Þ cha 
rite of the goſpel teacheth vs / to ſo⸗ 
cout @ helpe thoſe whiche are in af⸗ 
flyction . The lyberte of the goſpel! 
| ought nat wt ſuche thiges bought 
in out of meſure] to be called away 
from more earneſt 7 ſadde ſtudyes / 
and exerciſes 0: paſtpmes . And 
thus farfo:th be it ſpoben —_— 
po 


fp of ſuche maner tßynges / nat by⸗ 
cauſe I walde defende thoſe pꝛeſüp 
titous 7 diſobedyent perſons / but 5 
your wyſedom after that the circũ⸗ 
ſtaunces of the cauſe be eyampned 
and diſcuſſed / might pꝛouyde n lobe 
ahoute / that neyther moe no: ſeſſe 
were done / than the thyng it ſelfe re 
quareth ee 


10 O we wyl J pfede myn ow 
ne cauſe ĩ ſewe woꝛdes / nat 
bycauſe J haue gyuen occaſyon to 


any good may fo to be offẽded / foꝛ 
that whiche J dyd / J wolde nat ha⸗ 


Chjꝛiſt ßym ſelfe had ſpttey at Þ ſas 
me table with me. For J was i that 
ſtate / that any man wolde haue iu⸗ 
ged me moꝛe worthp to be piteed thã 
to be rebubed. But that nat withſtã 
dyng / J wyl nat ſuffre that amdge 
thoſe which Enoweth nat the yp 
as. 


ue ben afrayde to haue done it / if 
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as it is in verp dede / any may myzt 
clobe his owne boldneſſe by mpne 
example / oꝛ by my neceſſyte defẽde 
his owne Vndpſcrete preſumption & 
x Fy:ſi J dydnat coitſaple 02 ep 
hoꝛte any man to eate fleſſhe with⸗ 
out neceſſytie / but rather Jtaught. 
that the coͤmen cuſtom is to be folko 
wed and obſerued. Imp ſelfe haue 
ſuche affection to warde fleſſhe / p if 
I myght mapntapy tc ſaue my lyſe 
with pees a fetches / J wolde neither 
deſpꝛe fleſſhe ne fyſſhe » Moteoner 
natwithſtandyng/P Jam wont al 
moſt eche lent to be in great ieopdy / 
by the reaſon of weak neſſe @ ſickly⸗ 
neſſe of my body / and of a certapne 
natural hatered that J haue to war 
des ſpſſhe. In ſo moche that Þ phys 
ſycions haue oftentpmes called on 
me and counſapled me to helpe mp 
ſelfe by eatyng fleſſhe. pet J dyd ne 
uer folowe their coũſayle / but ones 


in 


in Italye ( whan the pßiſpcion Fad 
thꝛetned me thaͤ certa n dayes / that 
there was none other way with me 
but dethe / Bnleſſe J wolde ſolo we 
his counſayle. And pet ſoꝛ al that / 
I dpd after his coũ ſayle but a ſewe 
dapes onely / and thus farſoꝛtß that 
I dpd eate the b2othe of fleſſhe tem⸗ 
pꝛed with the poſFes of egges / ab⸗ 
ſtapnyng ſrom the ſleſſhe ſelſe / whi 
che although my minde had deſyꝛed 
yet my ſtomafe wolde nat haue re⸗ 
cepued | ſo weabe and feble it was 
at that tyme: a no we a ſewe dapes 
in thts lent / and that by the comati- 
dement of the phiſycion / @ nat with 
out lycence and pardone of d pope / 
whoſe bulles J haue hadde redy to 
ſhewe theſe certapn yeres / pet dpd J 
neuer ð ſe them afoꝛe no we / as con⸗ 
tern ynge the eatynge of fleſſhe + 


Admptte that Jdpd this without P 


phiſpcions authoute , Bhat phiſy⸗ 
01 
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tion no wetß better this mp weabe 
body than mp ſelfe ⸗ But the caſe 
put that J had done it without any 
pardoy oꝛ lytence: Dotß nat neceſ⸗ 


ſyte eycuſe better than any pdone 2 


Fpiſt coͤſpder myne age / Þ weab⸗ 
neſſe c crachpneſſe of my body al; 
moſt cõtpnual: conſyder d labour 
and traueple of iournapeng / the la⸗ 
bours i ſtudpeng / wherin J am bu 
ſped contynually aboue the ſttẽgth 
of bothe my body mynde , Mo2e- 
ouer / the mutre a ſſeme / nap rather 
a very peſipkece pay ned a Peped me 


almoſt. pp. dapce , The ſame ha⸗ 
uyng recourſe after a certayn ſpace 


bet wene / helde me bothe longer and 
moꝛe greuouſſy. Beſydes this / a fp 
tel befo ꝛe lent / d ſtone toe me with 
a marueylous payne 7 turmẽtyng 
of al my body. x This diſeaſe tho⸗ 
ugh it be moſt ſharpe @ cruel t moſt 
tedp paryl g ieopardp is in it of al 

Q diſea⸗ 


diſeaſes ( fo women are nat in mo 
re ieopardy of lyfe whay they tra⸗ 


ueyle of chylde) yet almoſteuery ſe | 


conde day it had recourſe to mt / ſo 
that with a wꝛetched and a paynſul 
frutefulneſſe / Idyd cocepue in one 
day / and trauepled the nexte day / a 
in the thirde was delpuered. Phat 
wiſe man wolde nat-ſap that Jad 
ben a murdꝛer of myne o wne ſelfe / 
if 3had abſtapned from fleſſhe be⸗ 
yng in that caſe 2 He p wyl ſolowe 
Etaſmus | lette him folo we him in 
euery poynt and he ſhal nat be bla⸗ 
med. No we what parteynetß the 
epample of Eraſmus to them wht | 
che are ſtronge a in good helth/wht- 
che ar pdel / which are dꝛoöben / which 
eatetß in diſpyte oꝛ for a ſcoꝛne / nat 
foꝛ any neceſſpte. x No we there re⸗ 
mapneth one doute / as concernpng | 
the offendyng of weabe perſons J 
do nat deny but that * "ou 
ecolts | 


tie counſayletß / iy euery thynge as 
| moche as mape be / to pꝛoupde that 
| weafe perſons haue none occaſpoy 


gyuen to them wherſo2ethep might 
be offended . J here Paule redy to 


| abſtapne from the eatyng of fleſſhe 
al his lyfe long / rather thay that ße 
wolde offende his nepthboure with 
his eatyng » But the ſame Paule / 
as we haue ſapd befoꝛe: doth chyde 
and rebube thoſe which iugetß their 


bꝛother for meate 02 dine. And in 


tze meane ſeaſon he reckeneth them 


to be moſt peſtylent / whiche dyd for 
bydde to eate the meates whiche god 
hatß oꝛdayned to the Vſe of may. X 


& Vhy doſte thou (ſayth he) iuge 


another mines ſeruaunt 2? he ſtan⸗ 
deth oꝛ falletß to his loꝛde 02 maſter 
and wherfoꝛe am J med of ano⸗ 


mannes conſeyence in that thynge / 


fo: the which J gyue tha bes to god? 
He that eateth / lette him nat 1 * 
| im 


Firm that doth nat eate: And be that 


eateth nat let him nat iuge that par 
ſone which eateth . After the mynde 
than a iugement of Paule ße is the 
weafer perſon of p two which doth 
nat cate. And he ſynnetß mo ꝛe gre⸗ 
uouſſy which iugetß one that is bet 
ter than him ſelf! © to who he ought 
rather to haue gyue place. And pet 
charite / whiche attẽp ꝛeth a applycth 
her ſelfe to al men / gyuetß place for 
a ſeaſon to (Fe weaFneſſe of (his ps 
ſone/1if he be offended of any pꝛoba⸗ 
bfe oꝛ lykly cauſe! a if he can nat be 
amended : but nat pðᷣtterly in euery 
thynge / a at al tymes . Fo there is 
ſome thyng / wherin the weabe per⸗ 
ſoy is to be monyſſhed and taught. 
Ther is / wherin he is to be rebubed 
62 repꝛeued « There is alſo / wherin 
he is to be diſppſed / for els by conty 


nual appfyeng to their myndes / to 
do noth yng els / but nouſſhe the — 
taſe 
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| eaſe @ ſickeneſſe of weafe pſons in 


conſcyẽce / is the ſtraighteſt a nevte 
way to diſtroy al Euãgelycal holy 
neſſe. And yet Pauſe ſpebetß of ins 
ſyꝛmpte t weak neſſe / whiche was 
welnere inuyncible / which by d rea 
ſony that they had receyued it of their 
elders 7 aunceſters / a alſo of ſonge 
Pſage 7 cuſtome / was ſo depely ſos 
ben 7 ſetled in the myndes of men / 
that it coulde nat ſodapuly be pluc⸗ 
Fed out agayn / ſoꝛ ſo the ie wes coul 
de nat ſuſſre the la we to be abꝛogat 
and diſanulſed ſin whiche they were 
boty 7 brought vp / a had cötynued 
in the relygious ob ſeruation therof 
to their olde age. Do ſome man of 
the gentyls / if Ge ſÿulde haue ſene a 
chꝛiſten man ſyttyng at the table a⸗ 
mong cöpanplwßere was ſet aſoꝛe 
them fleſſße / whiche had ben offred 


to vdola he coulde nat hut ſuſpecte / 
that that chuſten man dothe co ſente 


to the : 


fo the ſupſtition of the! with whom 
he Fepte cõpany at meale . And pet 
fo: al that / Pauſe cryeth out ſtout⸗ 
ly @ boldlp in the meane ſeaſon that 
an ydole is nothing / 7 that it is lau 
ful to eate what ſo euer thyng is ſol 
de in the ſßambles . He crpeth / that 
the ceremon yes of the lawe / whiche 
were 02dapned fo: a ſeaſon / ought 
to be aboleſſhed a put away / whan 
the goſpel ſhulde tabe place a be of 
ſtrength . And to maße an ende / he 
with ſtode Peter / a rebubed ßyin to 


his face / bpcauſe he was nat vet bol 


de to ſet lyght by the Bapy oſſẽdyng 
of the iewes . Therfoꝛe it was ano⸗ 
ther Epnde g maner of ofſendyng d 
neighbour / wherof Paule dyd ſpe⸗ 
ke / the oecaſpon wherof roſe by rea 
ſon of a rooted cuſtom / whiche they 
had Bed in their lyfe afoꝛe ledde. x 
But we gendꝛe e ſeche dayly to our 
ſelues / newe mater c occaſpons to 
be of⸗ 
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be oſſẽded after this maner 7 fation 
though we do ſe @ parcepue wel ps 
nough ho we great hurte a hynde⸗ 
raunce of tre we holyneſſe hath gro 
wen therof to ð lyſe of men. Paule 
ſuffreth the weabe pſons / but pon 
this hope: that they wolde pꝛofpte @ 
gro we Bp to ſpumpte a ſtrength of 
cdſcience « Ve do enclyne @ leane al 
togider to ceremonps | hauynge no 
mynde oꝛ regarde of thoſe thynges / 
whiche alone dothe mabe vs trewly 
vertuous @ good lpuers . & Put to 
returne agaphy to mpne obne cauſe 
ho we ſo cuer the mater ſtandetß / as 
concernyng the auopdyng of oſſen⸗ 
dynge our neighbour / neither i thts 
thynge ſhal any man thynke (as J 
tro we) that there lacketh in me cha 
tite / couetyng to gyue place to Pins 
ſpꝛmpte @ weak neſſe of my nepgh- 
pour. x Jhad oꝛdayned the popes 
patdon / as a pꝛeſeruatpue agaynſt 
ſuche 


— —- — — 
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ſuche maner offences [ for J do nat 
ſe foꝛ what other Vſe it is good oꝛ y 
fytable to me. Futthetmoꝛe / as mo 
che as I might / J dyd eate ſſeſſhe ſe 
cretelp. ye: moꝛeouer J dpd ptterly 
abſtayn from fleſſhe / euyn to d ma 
nyfeſt a open ieopardy of my lyſe / 
oſtẽtymes diſobepng the counſayls 
of phiſcycions. Bhat can J do mo⸗ 
re excepte that J ſhulde dye ( for to 
auopde the ſuperſtitious weakneſſe 
I wyf nat ſay the puerſe malpce of 
cettapne perſones / whiche ſpndeth 
fautes with euer p thynge) I ſhulde 
afſo dye. He ſhulde be an vncharp⸗ 
table may (Itrowe) whiche wolde 
requpꝛe this thynge of me / a Imp 
ſelfe ſhulde be a manqueller / if J 
wolde do accoꝛdyng to his requeſt, 
It belongeth to the charite of a 
chuſten man / to interpꝛete and iuge 
tuery thyng to Þ beſt! what ſo euer 


mape be done with a good mynde | 


pur⸗ 
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purpoſe. And thoſe which be lerned 
in the chꝛiſten faitße / ought to haue 
Eno wen that ſaſtynge 7 eatynge of 
fyſſhe / was nat coͤmaüded 7 apoyn 
ted foꝛ t which are in ieopdy by ð 
reaſon of ſick neſſe / but to ſuch wht 
che are in ieopdy by reaſon of rãck⸗ 
neſſe t wantoneſſe of Þ fleſſ. But 
if any man pet be very ſupſtitious / 
if he that eateth fleſſhe / do monyſſh 
and coliſapke him by theſe wordes , 
& Brother] let nat myne exãple a 
ny thing offende pou / Jam cõſtray 
ned to do Þ J do / wolde god J were 
more helthy: J am glad of po? ſtrẽ⸗ 
«th 7 heltß / do nat you wrongfully = 
accuſe mp ſebleneſſe t weakeneſſe « 
He hath ſufficietly (as J wene) di 
charged his o wn co ſciẽce: but no we 
to mate an ende. In lybe maner as 
I do iuge the woꝛthy to be ſharpely 


rebubed / whiche of a ſedytious pꝛe⸗ 


ſuͤption g boldneſſe / dothe Violate x 
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bꝛeabe the coͤmen cuſtome / namely 
ſuche a cuſtome which is nat cdkra- | | 
ry to trewe holyneſſe a gode lyueng 
So me ſemeth Þ the curates @ prea | 
chers ſhulde do Verp wel if by Pau | 
thoꝛite of the byſſhops / they dyd de⸗ 
noũce faſtyng to the people / in this 
wyſe. Verelp the hole lyfe of chꝛp⸗ 
ſten men ought by coͤtpnual ſober- 
neſſe to be a certayn faſt / nat onelp 
from meates / but moch mote from 
al maner riote / c from al pleaſures 
of this woꝛlde / fro carnal affectids 
oꝛ deſpꝛes of the fleſſß / whiche wars 
reth al wapes agaynſt the ſpyꝛite. 
Hut yet neuertheleſſe / the authonnte 
of Þ church / a the cuſtom of our el⸗ 
ders > forefathers / exhoꝛtetß 7 cal⸗ 
ſeth Bpoy ds / that ſuch as may for 
ſtrength of body / for lauſul age / x 
plenty of ſubſtaũce / ſhulde prepare 
their myndes with faſtyng to Þ ho⸗ 
ly dap. But let pour faſt be ar as 
eco 


gecometß chꝛiſten men [if pou wyl 
that it be acceptable @ pleſaũt foJe/ 
ſu Lhſt: let it be an hole 7 parfyte 
faſt. It is the leſt parte of faſtyng / 
the abſtynẽce of certayn meates: it 
is an vnpleſaunt faſt to god / wßer⸗ 
by peace @ cõcoꝛde is broPey · They 
that do faſt! let the gyue than es to 
god ſoꝛ Þ ſiregth of their body / whi 
che by abſtynẽce a faſtyng / is made 
more apte @ mete to godly thynges. 


gyue thafes to the loꝛde / whiche of 
his lyberalpte © goodneſſe / doth mp 
nyſter dpuers plenty of meates / to 
nouſſhe @ cõſoꝛte our weabe # feble 
bodyes with al. They that faſteth / 

let them nat ſtande therfo2e in their 
owne cöceyte / as though they dyd a 
gret 7 an exellẽt thing / excepte they 
put to greatter and better thynges. 
They whiche faſieth nat / lette them 


exer⸗ 


And they whiche do nat faſt / let the 


ſo moche the mote endeuer by godly 
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txercpſes a woꝛbes / that they mape 
make recopence @ amendes fo: that 
thyng / whiche the weab neſſe of bo⸗ 
dy wyl nat ſufſre the to do. He that 
doth nat abſtayn / let him nat trou⸗ 
ble the cõmen cuſtome / a let him as 
uopde the oſſendyng of weabe per⸗ 
ſons / as moche as he may cdueny- 

eutfp . He that dothe abſtapne! lette 

him beware p he iuge nat his neigh 

bour (agaynſt the doctryne both of 

Chꝛiſt a the apoſtels) of ſuch thyns 

ges whiche of their o bon nature are 

indifferent / c maye be done outher 

wel oꝛ yuel. He dotß leſſe ſynne wht 
che ſuppeth al his lyfe without any 
nede / than he which for meate oꝛ dũ 
te ſclaund:eth t back byteth his ney 
ghbour / whom accoꝛdyng to the cõ 
maũdement of god / he oucht to lo⸗ 
ue as wel as his owne ſelſe. Suche 
maner monytions 7 counſayls / hy 
cauſe they helpe greatly to the pur 
poſel 


— 
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poſe /are oſtẽtymes among fo be re 
herſed to the people. Moteonuer thts 
thig alſo/J wolde fayn to be playn 
ly declared a ſhewed, foꝛ the weafe 
and frayſul conſciences ſafes! whi 
che coͤſtitutyons bynde / and whom 
they bynde: and whom they bynde 
nat: a ho we ſarſoꝛtß they bynde / oꝛ 
nat bpnde Neither J do thyne in 
my mynde / that ſo narowe boũdes 
02 meares are to be ſette a marked 
out / in theſe tb ynges which may be 
releaſed of may | let theſe be gentyl 
and fauourable fatherly charitie. 
But agaynſt enup / againſt back 
bytyng / agaynſt manſlaughter / a 
agaynſt warres / and ſuch other vn 
douted g very peſtylences and poy⸗ 
ſons of the chꝛiſtyan holyneſſe: let 
the authoꝛite of d byſſhops be ſhar- 
pe and cruel. x Theſe thynges J 
thought beſt to wute to you mooſt 
woꝛſhypful man a moſt Bertuous 
pPꝛe⸗ 
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pꝛelate / nat that I wolde teache you 
whiche are moſt lerned / oꝛ plede my 
cauſe: and deſende mp ſelfe beſoꝛe 
youre hyghneſſe / whiche Enoweth 
bothe mp labours in ſtudies / which 


Ihaue taben for the comey pꝛoſy⸗ 


tes ſabe / a alſo this my mynde / wßi 
che deſp:eth nothyng leſſe thi meate 
oꝛ dunfe/ and the weab neſſe of my 
body which is encreaſed by olde age 


and this pꝛeſente diſeaſe whiche cle⸗ 


| 


uetß to me and vexetß me to to mo⸗ 
che: But that by pou Jmpaht ou⸗ 
ther pacifpe oꝛ heale other men / if 
my dede happelp hath offended anp 
men / 02 mpne eydple hath dꝛa wen 
any to ouermoche lybertie 02 bolde⸗ 
neſſe. And that theſe thynges ſom⸗ 
what largely hath ben dyſputed of 
me: there was none other cauſe els] 
but onely that J had very good op! 
npon of pour ſynguler wyſedome 
and gentylneſſe 02 pacience. pl Fo! 

a} 
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boldly 7 fargely/ of the oſſyce a dew 


whay J dpd conſpder a cal to mp re 
membꝛaũce / the nobleneſſe of pour 
eynred / pour moſt pure and incoꝛ⸗ 

rupte maners 7 exellent lernynge / 
ſynally pour ſynguler wyſedome / 


and other gyftes @ vertues / ſemely 


ſoꝛ a byſſhop / J dyd nat feare / leſte 
ou wolde tabe any thyng in to ſuſ 
pytion / whiche were ſpoben ſöwßat 


fie of byſſhoppes . J pꝛap god that 
wel might pour highneſſe fare / 
moſt holy and vertu⸗ 
ous pꝛelate. 


At Baſyle on Eeſter monday! 


The pere our loꝛde god. 
ch. LLLLL, 
PP le 


Pꝛinted at London by 

Thomas Godfray. 
Cl pꝛiuilegio 
regalt. 


